GOD ISKEEPING HISPROMISES SO
THE NEXT GENERATION WILL KNOW
Exodus 10:1-20

Please review this week’s catechism question.
What new person did you meet in church this pasti8yr?
INTRODUCTION

Tell a favorite story your parents told you abdit life before you
came along. Why are your parents’ stories abaait tifie important to
you?

All parents tell their children stories of theirgb@nd all children enjoy
hearing most of those stories. However, for thagiian parent, our
stories are not to merely recount our experieriR&ther, as we see in
today’s passage, God wants us to be telling oddreim the stories of
his work in the world. When we tell our childrdretstories of our
lives we are to fit our story into God’s story. @®story is how he is
working in the world to make his name great inghbv/ation of his

people.

In vv. 1-2, God tells Moses that he hardens Ph&sdwart so thae
can multiply his miraculous signs against Egypttedeach Israelite
parent can tell their children and grandchildreautthow Yahweh
dealt harshly with the Egyptians and performedhake miraculous
signs_so thaall Israel, as defined by these three generatiomght
know the Lord. God’s assumption in this passadkedsthere is a day
coming when he will be done with Pharaoh and Isnakébe free

from their slavery. At that time they will be Geddeople in order to
worship him. At that time all those who have wiised these great
miracles will need to tell those who are born affterse events about
them. _The work of creating and saving God’s pebglgpens at a
historical moment, through an historical procegs then it is the task
of that saved people to continue to recount they sibhow God made
us into a people to those who come afterlnstoday’s study we will
see that we are not only to recount the eventsigirevhich God

makes his people but we are to explain to succgeginerations what
those events mean.

STUDY

Exodus is Moses doing what the Lord commands i He is
recounting for succeeding generations how the dealt harshly with
the Egyptians so that the succeeding generatiogistrkinow the Lord.
As we have seen this story includes not only Gpdisishing Egypt
but the suffering of Israel in slavery. It wouldtribe hard to imagine a
Jewish child in the future asking this question:wdid God permit
Israel to live as slaves for so long? Why did@tdeliver them
sooner? Why didn’t he wipe out the Egyptians rghty and free
Israel immediately?

1. What are some possible answers that people coutdtgithose
guestions?

One popular answer is: There is no “Lord.” Whatgpened to us
was so cruel that | have not been able to belibaéthere is any ‘God
of the Hebrews.” The suffering we endured for hedsl of years and
the cruelty | witnessed in the slave camp of Gosleerinced me that
we are alone in the universe. | don’'t want youtwasyour time
praying to or thinking about some god, for nonesesxi A god of love
and power would not permit such evil to exist & World. _Another
popular explanation goes like thiSfhat’s a good question son. I've
thought long and hard about it. The conclusiorelbome to is this.
God didn’t want us to suffer like that. Howeves,dave mankind a
free will. He made us with the ability to eithdrey him or disobey
him. He cannot interfere with our will becausewemnts us to love
him freely, not because he has forced us to ddsotells us that if we
will obey him he will love us but that if we disgliee will destroy us.
The choice is up to us. Every human has to déorddemselves
whether they will obey God or not. Pharaoh waspdyna stubborn
and evil man and he did not want to obey God. @wodshed him for
his disobedience and he finally forced him to kega. However, God
couldn’t make it happen any sooner because he ndufderfere with
what Pharaoh wanted to do. God did all he coulthmicouldn’t stop




Pharaoh from doing what he chose to do. UnfortalyatPharaoh’s
disobedience to God also led him to persecute us.

2. What answer would God give to those questions based. 1-27?

Son we are part of a much larger story than justamun. The God
who created the heavens and the earth amazinglyechbraham and
us, his descendants, to be his people. His purpasdeen to reveal
himself, to make his glory known to us and to thelevuniverse
through us. His purpose has been to bless alh#t®ns of the world
through his saving us. In his infinite wisdom donk, the
accomplishment of this purpose included our beiagerinto slaves
by Pharaoh for over 250 years. In order that wgtmiknow the
greatness of his power, love, justice and mercydrdened
Pharaoh’s heart so that he might be able to perftmmten
miraculous signs in Egypt. He endured Pharaohtsetion and then
treated the Egyptians so harshly to reveal hisdwwf sin and his
power over sinners and his love for us. We, apéaple, discovered
that we are ruled over and saved by the Lord otivens and the
earth. We know that as his people that everytthiaghappens to us
is happening for our eternal joy. He rescued asrfrour slavery in
the way that most clearly enables us to know hita.is the God of all

the heavens and the earth who is able to do anythénpleases to do.

We are his people by his choice and so we worshipalone as our
Savior. _Son, to know God and to belong to his |geispghe best thing
that can ever happen to us or to any human belfmu can rejoice
that God has chosen to reveal himself to you imngaws in this way
from Egypt. This joy can never be taken from you.”

3. What difference would these various answers makiednife of the
child who asked?

If there is no God then what is the purpose ofrteeistence? Why
should this son live as a Jew? Why should he oetlthtever he
wants to do and pay no attention to any of theesbnd lifestyle
choices that his father and his family embracethéfe is no God,
what possible reason can be given for pursuinggaryicular course
of action? OR—If the God they are worshipping hasontrol over
people and this God has promised to bring themtimdand of

Canaan and drive out all the other nations: Whatfaence can this
son have that they are not going to be wiped o@nstaved by
another, more powerful nation? If God could nadtect them from
Egypt and the suffering of slavery there, why sthéw expect that
God will be able to keep any of his promises? Agahy should he
bother to worship or pay attention to this God? -ORGod is the one
who willed the suffering then there is no neeckto.f He cannot be
harmed. He can take risks of faith. No matterwWiggppens in the
world, God is in control of it all. God rules ovall things, including
the evil choices of evil men, so that his glomeigealed in the
salvation of his people. The God who has pledgeddif to Israel, to
the church, is the Lord of heaven and earth antldeking out all
things in conformity with the purposes of his wAlll of his promises
will be fulfilled in the manner that maximizes bisry and our joy.

God wants succeeding generationsto know him. Therefore, he
wants usto tell them about his sovereignty.

4. What tension exists between v. 1 and v. 3?7

The fact that Moses wrote vv. 1-2 and followed themediately with
v. 3 is a shock to human logic. Inv. 1 the Layssthat he has
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. He didn’t permit Phardothave a hard
heart. He hardened his heart. Yet, in v. 3 thelLeho hardened his
heart, asks Pharaoh, “How long will you refuse unfible yourself
before me?” Here’s how my human head wants to antivat
qguestion. “Pharaoh will stop refusing to humblenisielf before you
Lord when you stop hardening his heart.” In otmerds, from a
human point of view it is impossible to reconcilé and v. 3. How
can God condemn Pharaoh for not humbling himseérwiine just told
Moses that the reason Pharaoh continues to haera teart and
thus refuses to humble himself is because the hardened his heart?

5. Upon what basis do we know that even though Goddmar
Pharaoh’s heart, yet Pharaoh wills and does edilisitherefore
guilty?

The way we know that Pharaoh is guilty of refugmbumble himself
even though God hardens his heart so he will notlila himself is



because that's what the Bible says. Regardlessat human logic
would say, the Bible says that Pharaoh is guiltioging, willing and
doing evil and is therefore justly condemned by @od punished.

6. What are some ways that the sinfulness of Phasashawn in this
passage?

Pharaoh is case study number one of how rebellounsans naturally
feel about God and his commands. We find in PHathe way every
human naturally, apart from God’s grace, respomu&bd. He has
suffered through the worst hailstorm that ever caipen Egypt and
he knows the God of the Hebrews sent it. He askbd forgiven by
this God and to have the hail stop, God mercifsibpped the hail,
and he knew Yahweh stopped it. Yet, he hardesdtehit and
refused to let Israel go. Now he again refusesitey God and invites
Moses to send upon his nation a plague of locuBlst is until his
advisors ask him what in the world he is doingefMhe calls Moses
and Aaron back and tells them that they can go kiprihe Lord their
God. However, before he lets them go he asks @irgiiguestion. He
asks, “Just who will be going?” When Moses infoimma that the
entire nation, all ages and genders and all thiicks will be going,
he explodes in mockery and fierce contempt. “Yegit. You say
that the Lord is with you, well he’s going to hagerove it this time if
you think I'm going to let all of you and all yopossessions go into
the desert to worship. | know that you are plaftavil against us.
You don't really want to worship the Lord. Youjost using your
religion as a cover, as an excuse in order to hasan My guess is that
you are going to make an alliance with our eneraigd then attack
us. You're no different from us. You would lavdaminate us and
make us slaves to pay us back, so forget it. Eitileemen go by
themselves and the women and children stay hererung control or
nobody goes. Now get these sheepherders out sifjiy’

When Pharaoh witnesses the devastating force dbthusts he
quickly calls for Moses and Aaron and he humblesskif before the
Lord. He declares that he has sinned against tirel land against
Moses and Aaron. He recognizes that the locugtsGad’s just
judgment against his sin and he pleads with Mosesk the Lord to
forgive his sins and remove the locusts. Howeaghe did with the

hail, Moses prays for Pharaoh and the Lord sendseat wind that
carries every single locust into the Red Sea, wheg all die.

Just like after the hail, Pharaoh does not let li$raelites go. This
time, however, we are told that rather than theseabeing that
Pharaoh hardened his own heart, that the Lord hagtkhis heart.
Regardless of who does the hardening, the factireshat Pharaoh
ought to obey God and he does not and therefore teilty. He is
guilty, once again of the grossest form of hypgcrisle uses all the
right words. He professes all the right truth. ldeks and sounds like
a truly repentant man but he is not. He does @at or trust the Lord.
He is only terrified of the locusts. Once thatethihe fears is
removed, he has no interest in loving God or people shows the
perverseness of human hearts.

7. Can you relate to Pharaoh? What are some waybkaaiignored
God’s warnings and his kindness? Have you eveepded to do

right out of fear of people? Have you ever accusbdrs of being
hypocrites and judged their motives? When havebggged for help
when you were in trouble, only to forget about Gode the distress is
removed?

God wants succeeding generationsto know him. Therefore, he
wantsusto tell them about our sinfulness.

8. Does Pharaoh deserve to have the locusts senthimcaind his
country? Why or why not?

God never does to Pharaoh or Egypt anything gretiten what they
deserve. Pharaoh has rebelled against God hisevlif@ long. Itis
perfectly just for God to harden his heart. Phardwms done nothing
that would obligate God to change his heart. Higliés to love
creation and to worship false gods. In spite ofiGaevealing his
power and his grace, he continues to have no isteneobeying God.
He insults God at every turn and mocks his pows.acts as though
he is in control of all things and refuses to huenhimself before the
God who has created and sustains all things. Heises God’s
people of plotting evil against him when he isdhéy plotting evil. _Is



there any reason that can be given for why God Ishoot destroy
Pharaoh and Eqypt who have so cruelly abused |sandldefied him?

9. All of these “plagues” point to the final judgmehtat God will
bring upon the head of all the wicked when he sénels into eternal
conscious suffering in hell (See the use of thguea in Rev. 5-9.)
Does that seem to be a fit (just) punishment fon& sin to you?
Why or why not?

God is perfectly just. He does not play favoritele takes note of
every motive of every heart. He alone judges atingrto perfect
standards of righteousness. Every human beingirggo have to
answer to him and he will judge every human berrgeotly
according to what we have done. When we see Nemes
Pharaoh’s presence and lift his hand to bring juégrnupon Egypt we
are to understand that is exactly what we desesweell. What
argument can any human being offer to God as to@dy should not
kill us and send us into eternal flames? How watite unjust for me
to suffer forever in hell? Our sin against the tlas as great as that
of Pharaoh or of the worst sinner we can imagiR=ad Romans
1:18-32 & 3:9-18 to see the extent of our sinfuines

God wants succeeding gener ationsto know him. Therefore, he
wants usto tell them about hisjustice.

10. How do vv. 1-2 and v. 9 exhibit the massive graic€@ad?

What shines out of this tale of sin and judgmettiesgrace of God
towards Israel. It is the underlying current of wer in the entire
story. Israel has been shown to be sinful alorty e rest of
humanity and yet in vv. 1-2 we are told that Gadtsnate purpose in
doing what he is doing is so that these sinful pewagpll know him.
This entire story presumes that there is a day ngmihen Israel will
be free from her slavery and will be living as Godeople in the land
of Canaan. God is moving all of creation to sethve welfare of his
people, the nation Israel. They do not desenskimdness. They
have done nothing to distinguish themselves frakttjyptians._In
fact, later in the OT we are told that they werestipping the gods of
the Egyptians the entire time that the Lord waskivay these miracles

to gain their release God is loving Israel freely and completely not
because they are lovable but because he has chosave them.

11. How is the grace of God shown in Pharaoh’s pragdrMoses’
response to his prayer in vv. 16-19?

We are again reminded by Pharaoh’s prayer in v¥1TZ6nd then by
Moses’ prayer on his behalf of the way that God drasiously saves
his people. Pharaoh knows that Moses has the agttauthority to
ask God to take away the locusts. He believesGbatwill listen to
the prayers of his appointed prophet, not becadiseho he is but
because of who Moses is. This reminds us that @sedént another
prophet, just like Moses, who not only proclaimsiGavord to us but
who prays for us so that God will take away hisseuagainst us not
because of who we are but because of who he isse®/m Moses a
portrait of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by his deattsurrection and
present intercession gains for us the love of thiné&r. God loves us
for the sake of Jesus, because of what he has donhbgcause of
what we have done.

12. How does the fact that God saves sinful Israelevtidstroying
sinful Egypt strike you?

God wants succeeding generationsto know him. Therefore, he
wants usto tell them about hisgrace.

13. What are some ways you are telling these succeggingrations
the story of how God makes a people for himsetiugh the work of
Christ? Are you including all the meaning of tierg that God wants
you to tell, i.e., his sovereignty, our sinfulnesis, justice and his
grace?



