GOD ISKEEPING HISPROMISESBY
DISCRIMINATING BETWEEN PEOPLE
Exodus 10:21-11:10

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION
How does God feel about you? How do you know?

There are probably no more important questionkérentire universe
than those two questions. Most humans assumé&tithfeels OK
about them. He may be disappointed on occasidrdsically he is
happy with us and will be happy to receive us mtaven. When
asked to give the reason for this optimistic vieastrwill tell you it is
because they are basically good people and theygver done
anything really bad.

In this final judgment on Egypt and deliverancdspéel, God shows
us that there is a day coming when he will reveal he feels about
every human being who has ever livelfe see in Moses’ angry
departure from Pharaoh (v. 8), God’s just angeimagaim. God
justly hates Pharaoh and has determined to delstmoynd his nation.
Pharaoh and his people are sinners and deservelvelyaget.
However, we also see that God loves Israel. Glodts for Israel
cannot be explained by Israel's behavior. Godddahem because he
chose them (Exodus 2:24-25).

God is the one who decides who will be in heaverv. 7, God tells
Pharaoh that his destruction of the firstborn oyfEgnd his
deliverance of Israel shows that God graciouslg$olsrael but justly
hates Egypt. God discriminates between peoplé&od's treatment
of each of these nations, we have pictured forawgs @od will one day
make plain how he feels about every human who lexest. On the
Day of Judgment God’s attitude towards every humilrbe made
evident by how he treats each one.

STUDY

1. Describe the punishment God brought upon all Egyt21-23)
when Pharaoh “repented of his repenting” after Godoved the
locusts. How would it feel to experience this?

God commands Moses to stretch out his hand ovestEgyhen he
does a darkness that can be felt descends up&uggfit. There is no
light from the sun, moon and stars. The peopkegypt cannot leave
their houses because they cannot see where thegoarg. No lamp
can penetrate the gloom enough to make travel shfiey sit in their
homes, huddled around the small flickering flamfesildamps,
candles and fires. They are isolated and alornténdarkness.

2. What are the conditions in Goshen, where Israebklv

However, in the land of Goshen, where God’s peldgdel, there was
light. The light of the sun, moon and stars filted land of Goshen
and bathed the people of God in life giving ligthildren played and
families enjoyed the pleasures of life togetherer€ was no slave
work to be done because their slave masters calteave their
homes. It was like spending a vacation at the beath your family
and friends and the weather was perfect, not tdorr too cold.
The moon was full and the sunsets glorious eveyy da

3. Darkness is regularly used in the Scriptures agrdosl of God’s
eternal judgment on the wicked (See Jeremiah 2821 Doel 2:2,
Zephaniah 1:15, Matthew 8:12, 22:13 & 25:30, ettight is
regularly used as a symbol of the blessing of heg\saiah 60:19-20,
Colossians 1:12-15, Revelation 21:22-25, 22:5).eM/hat are some
ways that “darkness” and “light” help you to undarsl the way God
feels about and will reward his enemies and hiplggo

Throughout the OT and into the NT, darkness is tse@scribe the
terror and horror of God’s judgment on the wickédlithout light,
there is no life, no comfort, and no interactiorthwothers. In the
darkness, you are alone and separated from allithaving. Jesus
used the language of darkness to describe the plaeee all who
refuse him will spend eternity. The enemies of @itidiwell in the
outer darkness where there is weeping and gnasifitgeth. The



destiny of all who oppose the great, Triune Gaghi®ternity of
darkness that can be felt. There is an eternalttlayis coming for
the people of God. It will be a day full of ligirtd the life that light
brings.

God hasa day planned to make plain how he feels about every
human who ever lived. On that day hewill cover hisenemieswith
darkness but his people with light.

4. What are the ways that Pharaoh’s giving Moses “ssion” to go
worship the Lord shows that he still doesn’t “gé? i

Notice how he phrases his permission, “eyear women and

children may go with you...” He still believes heénsontrol of the
fate of the Israelites. The women and childrengamecause he says
so. He has not submitted to God and to his Wik continues to
assert his own independence. He shows that hat isbeying God by
holding back the livestock of Israel. Again, hédsdostage the
animals and aims to force Israel to return to Eglgptause they will
have no food.

5. Why does Moses tell Pharaoh they need to takéeil ivestock
along?

They are going out of Egypt to worship the Lord amitineed animals
to sacrifice to the Lord. However, they do notwmehich kind or how
many so they have to take all them along.

6. How does Pharaoh respond to Moses’ command thdivdstock
must go with them and how does Moses respond (¥.29)

Pharaoh furiously threatens Moses and tells hirte&we him and
never return and that if he does, he will kill hifloses, speaking as
God’s prophet, knowing that Pharaoh’s time is up éime day of
judgment and salvation has arrived, tells Pharaadit the is absolutely
right. Moses will never see Pharaoh’s face agad#oses and all the
people of God will be taken away from Egypt. Godding to
separate Israel from Egypt permanently.

7. If you will remember that when God first spoke t@d$és in
Exodus 3:12 that the sign that God sent Moses wellithat Israel
would return to Mt. Horeb to worship the Lord. Byeommand by
Moses to Pharaoh to release Israel has includeguitpose: “so they
may worship me.” What does the permanent separafitsrael from
Egypt so that Israel can worship the Lord tell bsw the nature of
heaven and hell?

The destiny of the people of God is to be gathtr&sbd as a
worshipping community. Heaven rings with praiseduse this is the
end to which God is bringing all things. Everythiiat has breath
will praise the Lord forever and ever. As PeteysdBut you are a
chosen people, a holy nation, a royal priesthoodeaple belonging
to God that you may declare the praises of him ediled you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” Heaven is piece where the
people of God are overwhelmed with the glory of Gothat they
joyfully, spontaneously worship God forever andr eviéhis is not
mindless, glassy eyed, monotone, dutiful singingpahg hymns. Itis
being preoccupied with God, all that he is andtldit he does. There
will be no one present in heaven that isn’'t conghjeand absolutely
infatuated with God. On the other hand hell wéltthe place where
there is no joy in God but only fear, terror andrea of God. Hell
will be eternally full of bitter complaints and téred whimpering at
the justice of God. Like what happens at the driidiedSuper Bowl.
The fans of the winning team dance and scream lamgt $heir praise
for their glorious team and the fans of those wdgi klink out of the lit
and joyful stadium into the darkness, full of disaiptment and
complaint.

8. In light of the fact that heaven is made up of ashgpping people,
what is at least part of the reason we get togeth€8unday morning?

Now, while we are on earth we have opportunitiegraxtice
worshipping God. We get tastes of his glory, whédult in moments
of honest worship. We gather on Sundays as aressjon of our
anticipation for that final, glorious day when wdle taken out of
this present evil age and spend eternity expressimglelight in God
in all that we do and say, forever.



9. Describe a time you have tasted something of they gif God and
have honestly, from your heart worshipped him?

God has a day planned to make plain how he feels about every
human who ever lived. On that day he will separate his people
from his enemies as a wor shipping community.

10. How does 11:1-3 function in the way this portiorttué story is
told? (Clue: when did God tell Moses this?)

11:1-3 chronologically belong between 10:20 &2109¢s tells us this
here to explain why he told Pharaoh he would neeerhim again
and why he says what he says next. God told l@fardoPharaoh
summoned him due to the darkness, this would bash&me he
would appear before Pharaoh. He told Moses thatdlwas only one
more plague. When Moses went to see Pharaoh hetkiag this was
the end. He told Moses that when God executeiihigudgment
upon Egypt that Pharaoh, who was refusing to letrttgo would so
completely change that he would drive them ouisfamd.

11. What does God tell Moses will happen when Israslds Egypt?

Each Israelite was to ask their Egyptian neighborssilver and gold
and they would freely give them all their weal@od would work in
the Egyptians and motivate them to give away tineasure. _The
slaves would ask their masters for their silver gt and the
masters would give their wealth to their slaveshey leave. They
would do this because of God’s work in the hearth® Egyptians.

12. The Scriptures regularly describe the “day of tled’ as a time
when the wicked will have everything taken fromrthand all the
wealth of the world will be given to God’s peopkRr¢v. 13:22,
Ecclesiastes 2:26, Isaiah 60:1-11, 66:10-12, Maetth®, 25:24-29,
Luke 6:20-26, etc.) How do the experiences of pigvaend wealth
help you to understand the nature of hell and h&ave

God has a day planned to make plain how he feels about every
human who ever lived. On that day he will give his people the
wealth of hisenemies.

13. What is the final judgment on Egypt that God t&isses and
Moses tells Pharaoh? What will be the conditiokgypt and of
Israel on the night when God executes this judgfhent

God himself will go out into all Egypt and he viilll every firstborn
son in all the land of Egypt, from the firstbormsaf Pharaoh to the
firstborn son of the lowest slave woman. He wWdb&ill the firstborn
male offspring of all Egypt’s livestock. This rtigii death will result
in all of Egypt being filled with loud wailing die the overwhelming
grief. However, in the land of Goshen, during ninght of death and
anguish in Egypt there will be nothing to distuhnie fpeace. All will be
calm and safe; there will be no cause for a dogdrk at neither man
nor beast.

14. Why does God kill all the firstborn sons and mdfsmring of
animals? How is God’s mercy revealed along withjhstice?

Firstborn sons are the pride and security of eviaryily in this
culture. To lose all the firstborn sons in a nigha great and
grievous loss to the nation. It is also perfedtibaition because Egypt
has enslaved God'’s firstborn son (Exodus 4:22-B383el, and
murdered Israel's sons (Exodus 2:22). While thdgment
foreshadows the end of the world, it is not the @fnithe world and so
mercy is mixed with judgment. God could legallgtly destroy every
single Egyptian as he did the whole world in timeetiof Noah or as he
did with Sodom and Gomorrah in the time of Abrahatowever, he
only kills the firstborn of every family. He takes life of the leader
and primary heir of every Egyptian family but_ héyaiakes these and
leaves the rest.

15. Why does he do this to d@lgypt and not just to Pharaoh and his
officials? How is it just to kill the firstborn dld of the non-Jewish
slave girl? How does this illustrate Paul’'s dgstosh of humanity as
being either “in Adam” or “in Christ” in Romans 24197

We see here the unity of the people of God andrthe of the enemies
of God. Itis not just Pharaoh who is guilty bef@od but all the
Egyptian people. While Pharaoh has been the spekesn and the



head of the Egyptian people, all of Egypt is joimeth him in their
hostility to God and his people. All Egypt oppesbssrael and helped
kill their babies. We see in this judgment and theliverance that
there is only one difference within the human rdoag matters. Every
person in the world is either among God’s enemrgb@y are among
his people. Every human is either joined to Adarmis sin or to
Christ in his obedience. The apostle Paul desertbes only
significant division in Romans 5 when he says, “€&mpuently, just as
the result of one trespass was condemnation fanah, so also the
result of one act of righteousness was justificattmat brings life for
all men. For just as through the disobediencéhefdne man the many
were made sinners, so also through the obedientteeaine man the
many will be made righteous.” On that last dayemvhuman being
will be identified with Adam in his sin and thusun the wrath of God
against sin or they will be identified with the SurGod and thus
receive the inheritance of love that is due toSa of God.

16. The Scriptures regularly describe the conditiootl’'s enemies
at the judgment as that of eternal grief (Isaiati&45, Jeremiah
47:2-4, Matt. 8:12 and of God’s people as thattefreal peace and joy
(Isaiah 60:15-18, 65:17-25, Revelation 21:1-4)etelow does the
description of grief and anguish for God’s enenaied of peace and
joy for God’s people help you to appreciate thdityeaf heaven and
hell?

God has a day planned to make plain how he feels about every
human who ever lived. On that day hewill immerse hisenemiesin
grief and fill his peoplewith joy.

17. How will all of Egypt’s princes respond to the judgnt of God
upon them?

Moses declares that when God’s final judgment campes Egypt, all
the princes of Egypt will come and bow before hima plead with him
to leave their country.

18. How does this foreshadow what will happen at thalfi
judgment? (See Isaiah 60:10-14, 1 Corinthians4t2&, 6:2a, 3a,
Philippians 2:9-11, etc.)

Here we see in Moses a foreshadowing of that gitagtwhen all the
kings of the earth will come and bow before thedL@hrist and
before us, his people. The apostle Paul talks atiai day in 1
Corinthians 6 when he asks the Corinthian churdb¢ ‘you not know
that the saints will judge the world? .... Do you kiwow that we will
judge angels?” We know that there is a day comiviign all the
kings of the earth will bow before us. God wileatay, subject all of
humanity to the rule of his Christ and all who éoll him. No longer
will the people of God be oppressed by their eneimig will be
triumphant over them as they are led by their captdoe resurrected
and glorified Son of God.

19. How does this picture of the conquest and subjeaifdGod’s
enemies by Christ and his people help you to gitzespeality of
heaven and hell?

God has a day planned to make plain how he feels about every
human who ever lived. On that day he will subject hisenemiesto
the Messiah and his people.

20. Do you often think about the God’s final judgmenhtree world?
Why or why not? How does this portrait of Godisdi of Egypt affect
how you think about God'’s final judgment of the Wi@r



