GOD ISKEEPING HISPROMISES:
RESCUING USAND MAKING USA FREE PEOPLE
Exodus 12; 21-42

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

What are some significant annual anniversariegdarand your
family? Why are they significant? Are there anypigersaries
(whether personal or national) that you used telrete/remember but
no longer do? Why is that?

We have come in our consideration of the story @f'& delivering

the nation of Israel out from the slavery of Egipthe day on which
God transformed Israel. This is the night and wiagn which Israel
becomes a free and independent nation. Like thef duly, like
Veteran’s Day, like Sept. 11, it is a day that g@ehthe history of the
nation forever and of every individual person ia tiation and is to be
remembered and commemorated throughout the gemesaif Israel.

This deliverance foreshadows the deliverance #gsuslhas
accomplished for us. | want to be quite blunt altbe purpose of this
study. Over the almost thirty years I've been aistian and have
been involved in talking with others about theitifd have observed a
very troubling reality. Most Christians begin tGaristian life full of
joy that God has forgiven them of their sins anohised them eternal
life not due to anything they have done but by wlesus has done.
New Christians regularly report how meaningful commion is to
them, how they cry when they sing in church. Thosely converted
to Christ delight to be with other Christians aeélsout opportunities
to develop friendships with other believers. Yewloften does the
joy fade and the practices of Christian life andsig become merely
perfunctory duties. Rather than seeking out dbeéevers we
complain about how nobody ever calls us or howienétly is our
church. But most troubling of all is the fact tiat so many
professing Christians, being saved by Christ isitawn the list of
things that occupy our time, our thoughts or tlaul hearts. In this

study we are out to discover that belonging to €&urist is the
greatest thing that can ever happen to anyone agiat ¢o be at the
center of our attention every day.

STUDY

1. Prior to chapter 12, what has been the primary elaagdifficulty
for the Israelite people?

They are suffering under cruel and harsh slavertheEgyptians.

2. In chapter 12, especially vv. 12-13, 23 & 27, wikdhe primary
danger facing the Israelite people? What is it the killing of the
lamb and the spreading of the blood will save tlfiemm?

The great danger facing the Israelites is havingi®ater their house
and kill the firstborn males in their homes. Tlangder that the
Passover lamb delivers them from is not slaveryduibe wrath.

3. Use your imagination. Describe what took placehenevening of
the 14" day of the first month and into the morning of i day in
each Israelite home. What activities took pla¥éRat possible
emotions were experienced? In light of their pnésendition (still
slaves) and where they are going (into the desen@f were some of
the immediate needs and feelings that would haga bgershadowed
by the threat of God’s killing the firstborn?

That night, at twilight, in every believing Hebré&ame, the lamb that
has lived with each family for 4 days has its nditkand its blood is
drained into a large bowl. Then the father of ehdme takes the
bowl and a bunch of hyssop and standing outsidédus, he dips the
hyssop into the bowl and paints the sides and tdysodoor with
blood. Then the families gather inside and shetdbor and wait as
the lamb is roasted over the fire. They share alrmklamb and
unleavened bread and bitter herbs nervously awgitire command to
flee from Egypt. They are dressed for travel argpared to run at a
moment’s notice.



There is a terror let loose in Egypt on this nigidt is worse than the
horror of slavery. During this night, the greatésar is not of
Egyptian soldiers knocking on your door, but of destroying angel
of God coming to kill your firstborn sons. Theapast concern isn’t
with how they will live in the desert or what kiodwork they will be
forced to do the next day. All other fears aredaershadowed by this
great terror, as the families wait for this finaldgment. There is
nothing more important than to escape from thig thiat is being
poured out on Egypt. So families sit gathered ttogreand wait to see
if the blood will hold the terror at bay. Everyre is helpless and
defenseless against the divine anger except fdoltheel smeared on
the doors. Then, in the middle of the night, aklcdn sleep while
adults talk in muted tones and keep watch on tloe dbtheir homes,
a great cry arises throughout Egypt as every Egyptiome, at the
same time, is awakened to find the firstborn melékseir homes are
dead. God passes through Egypt and passes ovdotrs that he
sees are painted with blood but he visits deatmueery unstained
home. The waliling of grief and terror increasesash Egyptian
home realizes that their private loss has beenipl@tl throughout
the entire land from the highest home to the lowésie Egyptians
discover on this night that it is a terrifying tigino fall into the hands
of the living God.

4. What is it that the Israelites ought to learn as thight and be
reminded of for the generations to come as thegbcate the Passover
year by year? What are we to learn from this?

On this night the Israelite people come to underdténat they are
subject to God’s wrath and that they have only pedabecause of the
blood of the lamb that God has provided for théfrhey ought to learn
on this night that their biggest problem is nottttieey are slaves in
Egypt but that they ought to die for their manyssiitheir greatest
concern is not how to live in the desert but howgoape God’s just
wrath. You could not conceive of a more vividsiitation of the
danger every human being is in and of the powénethed blood of
Jesus Christ to rescue everyone who takes refulgienn It is only
when you live as though God’s destroying angalss gutside the
door, ready to bring judgment, while you and yamily wait within
that you will be delivered from all lesser fearslaroubles. What

greater thing could happen to any one of us thamawe God pass
over our sins and not kill us and send us to hdlt?pass through the
night of his wrath because you have taken refugpnbehe blood of
Jesus Christ is the best and greatest thing thaldchappen to you. It
is better than having sex or getting a job you lovéaving friends to
do stuff with on Friday night or being healthy osing weight. If you
are trusting in Jesus Christ and have thus esc#&pedts wrath, being
joined to the people of God forever, the best thivay can happen to
you has happened and there is nothing left to fear.

5. When is it most difficult to remember that your gpest problem is
your own sin and the best thing that could evepkago you is to
escape God’s wrath due you for your sin?

The savingwork of God in Christ isthe center of our attention
becauseit isdeliverance from death and hell.

6. According to vv. 24-27 and v. 42, what is will happevery year
after this?

While each individual family will escape the wrathputting blood on
each individual door, yet they are not being saagdhdividuals but
as an entire nation. They are all to celebrate Rassover on the
same night, in the same way for as long as theyaration. On the
tenth day of the first month of every year thabfes this day, every
home is to select a year old male lamb withoutaefad have it come
live with them for four days. Then, at twilighttbé fourteenth day
they are to kill the lamb and place its blood oa tloorways of their
homes. They are to roast the lamb whole and whatéey don't eat
they are to burn up with fire. They are to remoll¢re leaven from
their homes and eat only unleavened bread for dewveek. They
are to have a community wide worship service orfiteeday and the
last day of this week. When they do this, thaldmm are going to
ask them, “Why are you doing this?” At that tirhey are to explain
to their children how God came to Egypt to desatlbyhe firstborn
sons of every home but that when he saw the blbibe tamb on the
door of their houses he passed over and did ndtaethe firstborn in
their homes._The entire community is to rementdggther and pass
on to their children the fact that they are a peogaved by the blood




of the lamb. They are the people of God by virtue of theinbei
preserved from God’s wrath through the death ofitimeb. It is the
death of this lamb that stands at the center ofiteef this community
of people, not escaping from slavery.

7. Verses 24-28 are a description of the life of therch. What is to
characterize us as God’s people?

We are gathered together as a result of the defitheoLamb of God,
Jesus Christ. The meaning and benefits of thend#ahis lamb form
the subject matter of our corporate life and distas. We are
commissioned to pass on this message to succegelegations.
According to the end of v. 27 we are a worship@oagmmunity. There
is a direct correlation between Moses’ describirfzaivtheir life will

be like in the futurein the Land of Promise and their worshipping
God in the presentThey have not yet received what is promisedy The
are still slaves. Yet, they worship God for hilwaton that is coming.
This is just like us. We have not yet receivedtiteess of the
salvation we are promised. Yet we understand hoazang this
promise is and so we worship God together. Werapeessed with
the greatness of his promise and astonished bgdbge of his
salvation and so we declare his greatness togetkerally, notice
that after they worship they do everything that Gad told them to
do. They don't just have a nice worship experiearuethen go on
about their lives as they please. They don't@asto church and then
continue to live like slaves. They kill the lamabs put up the blood
and eat the meal and wait in their homes. Het@asfinal mark that
distinguishes the true people of God: they obey &edrd. We are
the people of God by the death of the lamb andeswavship God and
declare his greatness to the next generation, gipWwy our obedient
lives that he and his salvation are better to wmthverything else in
life.

8. What are some ways you see our church exhibitiageth
characteristics? What are some ways we are faliogt?

Thesavingwork of God in Christ isthe center of our attention
becauseit createsthe church.

9. Describe the ways the status and condition ofgheelite people
changes in this 24-hour period. See vv. 31-39.

It would be hard to overstate the radical changat thappens to the
Israelites in this 24-hour period. It begins witte complete surrender
of Pharaoh. God has determined it is time for &t leave and so
he has, through his sovereign power, brought abimeithange of
heart in Pharaoh. The man who refused to let llsgae who
murdered their children, who lied and sought to ipatate God’s
people for his own benefit now commands that thayd without any
conditions. Pharaoh’s release of Israel is a costplreversal of every
demand he has made prior to this. In additionablkenowledges that
any hope he has for a happy future depends uporedbtessing of
him. Itis not only the heart of Pharaoh that lnged towards the
Hebrews but the entire Egyptian population is ieatt and urges the
people to go. These people who have been enjthaniguits of the
Hebrews’ slave labor, now urgently request there&we before they
all die. Egyptians are running into Jewish hontedping them pack
and hurrying them out the door. The Israelitesiarsuch a hurry
that they do not have time to let the bread riséodvake it so they
carry it on their shoulders as lumps of dough ameltquickly leave
behind their homes of slavery and begin the joutoehe land of
promise. As they are leaving they ask their Egyptieighbors to
hand over their wealth, as Moses instructed thenpto The
Egyptians, under the sovereign power of God grdrdtwhe Israelites
ask and hand over the wealth of Egypt to the Jemasion. So Israel
doesn’t leave Egypt as a ragtag bunch of slavesabuat conquering,
plundering army. They rule over their rulers.

10. The transformation of Israel is a foreshadowinghef
transformation that takes place in the status efymne who is born
again by the Spirit of God. How do the followingrses describe
some of the ways our status is changed in an ingta@n we place our
faith in Christ? (Feel free to share other waysNIT describes our
instantaneous change of status at conversion.)

» Eph 2:1-7Dead in our sins to alive in Christ. Objects ofd30
wrath to objects of his affection. Slaves to Satah to our lusts
to seated with Christ in heavenly power and glory.



» Col. 1:13Members of the kingdom of darkness to membergof th

kingdom of God'’s beloved Son.

» Romans 5:1-11 & 8:FFrom being God’s enemies to being at
peace with God, reconciled to him. From being @nded to
being justified. Helpless to save ourselves tadpsaved through
Christ’s death. Under wrath to being deliverednfravrath.

» Titus 3:3-7Foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by
passions and pleasures to being saved, not by walkid but by
his grace. Heirs with the hope of eternal life.

11. How would the 2 million Israelites feel as theyvedheir homes
with their firstborn sons alive, hear of Pharaatusrender, see the
terror of the Egyptians as they urge them to letale the wealth of
the Egyptians and travel from Rameses to Succoth?

There would be lots of emotions but chief amongtiveuld be
amazement and awe at how complete has been thieerdace and
at how radically their lives have been altered awght.

12. If you are a Christian how did you respond to ychinged status
at your conversion? How are you continuing to oespto your
changed status?

Thesavingwork of God in Christ isthe center of our attention
becauseit resultsin aradical change of status.

13. Why does Moses end this account of their delivezdnctelling
us how many lIsraelites left Egypt and twice thatIdraelites were in
Egypt for 430 years? See Genesis 15:1-5 & 13-15.

What Moses is reminding us of is the promise tlat @ade to
Abraham and then to Isaac and then to Jacob thatdvdd make

them into a great nation and give them the lan@ahaan. If you will
remember, back in Genesis 15, God assured Abrahaniné would

be the father of a great nation, with as many dedaats as the stars
of heaven, even though he did not as yet have@eron and he was

over 80 years old. When God told Abraham that &g going to do
this for him he also told him that his descendavislid be enslaved
for about 400 years and then he would bring hissdadants out of
their slavery and give them the land of Canaarhag town
possession. Moses is reminding us that these péatavery, this
multiplication from seventy people into 2 millioegple, this
miraculous deliverance from slavery and into fremdes a gift of
grace and not due to the goodness or worthinetisegpeople of
Israel. God chose Abraham and his descendants tuspeople by
grace, not by works. He freely, contrary to whhataham deserved
and contrary to what every individual Israelite deged has fulfilled
all the promises he made and is gong to fulfilldnes yet to come.
Moses ends his record by reminding us that them®iseason in us
that we are Christians and on our way to heaven powely as a
result of God’s free, unearned love for sinners.

14. How does knowing that you are a Christian by Géaie and

sovereign grace and not because of anything youdédaffect you?

The savingwork of God in Christ isthe center of our attention
becauseit isawork of grace.



