GOD ISKEEPING HISPROMISESBY
PUTTING USIN IMPOSSIBLE SITUATIONS
Exodus 13:17-14:31

Please review this week’s catechism question.
Did you meet anyone new this past Sunday mornimtpatch?
INTRODUCTION

Describe a seemingly hopeless, humanly impossitilat®n you have
been in or are in.

It is impossible to live in this world and not benéronted by hopeless
situations. Whether it is failed health, failetat®nships, failed
businesses, failed government or failed dreamsdgott have to look
very far to find hopeless conditions. If you acg aurrently
confronted with an impossible circumstance it isy@matter of time
before you will be. This story that we are goiagbnsider today is
given to us so that we can find hope in hopeldaatsons. We will
discover through this account of God’s rescuingrtaigon Israel from
Pharaoh and his army how God brings impossibleigistances into
our lives for very good reasons. We don’t needdspair when we
are powerless in the face of circumstances inigas because God is
the one who creates the difficulties and savesinasiggh them for our
good and his glory.

STUDY

1. In 13:17 to 14:4 what are the things that the Ldicdto lead the
people of Israel and help them trust him?

He led them away from the road along the MediteeeanSea through
the territory of the Philistines to the southeastards the desert
bordered by the Red Sea. He did this becausedw #trey could not
handle being confronted with war but would immesliatvant to
return to the “safety” of Egypt. He led them t@@mp along the Red
Sea where they were hemmed in by mountains, maasddabe sea.

God made sure the Israelites carried the bone®ségh with them.
These bones were a physical reminder that God whlirig the
promises he had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jatbbse bones
witnessed to the fact that God had promised togbtfirem out of the
land of Egypt through Joseph some 400 years poidhis event. God
made his presence visible by providing a pillacloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night to lead them on their joley. God told Moses to
tell the Israelites where they were to go and whaitild happen when
they did so. The Lord told Israel, through Modes he was going to
harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he would think tiveye “wandering
around the land in confusion” and so he will purghem. The Lord
told them the reason he was going to do this wasder to gain glory
through Pharaoh and his entire army. In short, Gag not only
miraculously delivered Israel out of Egypt but fas through many
different ways shown them he is with them and leaging them and
he is directing all the events that happen to tientis glory.

2. Does God tell Israel everything he plans to do ewvety reason as
to why he is doing what he does? What do the lisga&know for
sure?

God does not tell them why he is preventing them taking the easy
road along the coast. He does not tell them angildeof the future
except for what Pharaoh will think when he hearswdliheir journey
and that he will then pursue them. What they kimnwsure is that
God is fulfilling the promise he made long agodad his people out
of Egypt and into the land of Canaan. They knaat fle is going to
get glory for himself through Pharaoh and his anpuysuing the
Israelites. They know by a visible sign that Godith them and
leading them.

3. What is the relationship between 14:1-4 and 14:5-9?

God says what Pharaoh is going to do and statds being to harden
his heart so that he will do these things and twersee Pharaoh
doing exactly what God said. God’s word is themditte cause behind
the effect of Pharaoh’s choice to pursue. Yetalse see that
Pharaoh and his advisors are making a real choidé veal reasons.
They are not doing what they do contrary to theisides but



completely in line with their desires. They wanpursue Israel and
bring them back and God wants them to pursue Israel

4. According to Romans 8:28, 11:33-36, Ephesians 1shlah 45:7,
how much of reality is God personally directing®wmany things is
he working out as he desires?

God is working out all things according to the poses of his will for
the good of his people. All things includes albg@nd all evil in the
world.

5. How many of the details/circumstances of your ligs God
ordained? How does this make you feel?

6. What can you know for sure about God’s reasonslfdhe
circumstances of your life? How does this make fgal?

He is leading you into these situations for yowreal good and his
glory.

God creates hopeless conditions and saves us through them so that
hisgreatnessis seen and admired by wisely directing all the details
of our lives.

7. What do 13:18b and 14:8b tell us about the Ise(iThe word
translated “boldly” in the NIV can also be transkht“defiantly,
proudly”. It literally means “with uplifted hand"Think of athletes’
hands when they win the race or score the touchadwvait the
homerun)? What was their emotional condition ay lbft Egypt?

They think of themselves as a strong and powenfaya They have
plundered the Egyptians and are free men and worfey are full
of pride and self-confidence. They view themseasgmwerful
victors.

8. How do the Israelites respond when they see thetiegyarmy
approaching them?

They are filled with terror and cried out to therto Their self-
confidence is crushed and they are filled with déspnd
hopelessness.

9. What is the connection between their “crying outht® Lord” and
in the next verse, “they said to Moses”? What lohtcrying out to
the Lord” did they engage in?

This is not the “crying out” of faith. This is tleying out of unbelief
and blame and accusation. While they speak to §)akey are
actually talking to the Lord. They accuse the Lofdot loving them
but of actually plotting their destruction. Thegdt God as if he is
powerless and the Egyptians are powerful. Thegbelbeing slaves
in Egypt is better than being the people of Gothendesert and being
threatened by the Egyptians. They claim they Kvegter than the
Lord. They were right when they told Moses todetinem alone in
Egypt and the Lord was wrong bringing them outeyl'bay they wish
that God would never have talked to them or conikew rescue.

10. What kind of life do the Israelites expect God ieeghem?

They expect a trouble free existence. Anythirgytlesn that proves
that God is powerless and/or cruel.

11. How does Moses respond to their cry of terror inA8+157?
(Note the implication in God’s words to Moses irnl%.)

Moses tells the Israelites not to be afraid bustend and watch God
fight for them. He says that the Egyptians thay fight now they will
never see again. All they have to do to see #hssgon is be still, be
quiet and watch. Then he prays and asks God tehdd he has just
told Israel that he is going to do.

12. List all the things both Moses and the Israelitegehseen,
experienced and been told by God.

All these people had seen God deliver them witlpoeverful plagues,
all of their firstborn sons had been spared undher blood of the lamb,
they had plundered Egypt, they were no longer slabey had the



pillar of fire and cloud visibly present to therhey had the bones of
Joseph as a sign of God’s faithful promises, Gddi tteem through
just the day before that this was going to happen.

13. What does this rebellion by the Israelites andfiih and prayer
by Moses tell us about God’s purposes in sendmgpte to those who
profess to follow Christ? What do we learn abawho respond to
hopeless conditions?

When life is going your way, when everyone is aatehealthy, when
the bills are paid, when the retirement fund isvgray, when
vacations come at regular intervals, when the chitdare obedient
and doing well in school, when there are friendgaahings with on
Friday nights, it is easy to say you are trustingds When there is
nothing standing between you and the perfect bfewant, it is easy
to act like a Christian. But when God sends treubiat interferes
with the perfect life you deserve, that's when geuto find out what
you are really trusting in. When God sent the Egyparmy and all
their hopes for an easy life were threatened, wvas truly in their
hearts came out through their lip§hese are not a believing people.
These people are trusting in themselves, not i.¢tiné who has
promised to save them. The Israelites stand bef®w@s the chief
evidence of the depth of human sinfulness.

Moses, on the other hand, believes what God has $é& shows them
and us how we are to respond to hopeless conditigves are to
believe the promises of God. Moses did not knaw®od was going
to deliver them. God had not told him the speifiele only knew that
God would do what he had promised. He knew thak s the one
who sent the Egyptian army. He knew that God mach{sed,
beginning with Abraham, to bring his people satelyhe Promised
Land. Therefore, he knew that these Egyptiansdvool prevail
against them. Knowing God was in charge did nstalirage him
from prayer but motivated him to prayer. He isfatlist. He prays
and he tells Israel what to do.

14. How do you normally respond when things you wamesd or
love are threatened? What can you do to respofaitinmore than in
fear?

God creates hopeless conditions and saves us through them so that
hisgreatnessis seen and admired by exposing usto threat in order
to expose what isin our heart.

15. How does God respond to the unbelieving Israeditespraying
Moses?

Apparently God ignores the stunning unbelief chésr He tells
Moses to stop praying to start acting. He is tbttee Israelites to
pack up and head for the sea. He commands Modiisup his staff
over the Red Sea to divide the waters so Israepeas through on
dry land. He reminds Moses of what he said beféfe.is going to
harden hearts of the Egyptians so that they willb¥o Israel into the
midst of the sea and then he will get glory thro&glypt. Then he
commands his messenger to move to the rear ofl Bnaeso they
pillar of cloud moves between Egypt and Israel sodkeeps Egypt at
bay all night long. They pillar of fire gives ligto Israel all night but
immerses the Egyptians in darkness. God sendastwend through
the night so that the water of the sea is dividéde Israelites go
through the sea on dry ground throughout the nigith a wall of
water on their left and on their right. In the marg the pillar moved
(presumably) and the Egyptians pursued Israel iheosea. Then the
Lord threw them into confusion and they sudderdyized that the
Lord was fighting for Israel. It was their turn bee terrified and they
turned to flee from before the Lord but it was late. The Lord told
Moses, on the other side of the sea, to stretclhisutand and when
he did the waters returned to their original pladeowning all the
soldiers who followed them into the sea.

16. Do the Egyptians deserve to be destroyed? Wastifgr God to
destroy them? Why or why not?

Egypt deserves what it gets. These are wickedgedm have
refused to submit to the Lord, in spite of his edve himself and his
will in the most graphic and clear of ways. Theg eacists, they are
full of hatred for Israel, they are greedy and dru&hey only care
about using and abusing the people of Israel angeheo interest in



trusting or worshipping the God who made them ahd gives them
life and breath and everything else.

17. Does Israel deserve to be saved? Why or why not?

Israel does not deserve to be saved. The moslirsgething in this
story is not the destruction of the Egyptians betgalvation of the
Israelites. In spite of all that the Lord has ddoethem, in spite of all
the evidences of his trustworthiness, they reftséelieve. Yet, God,
contrary to what they deserve and not because ytharg they have
ever done delivers them from this great threatu &an find no reason
in the Israelites for why God does not cause thiekgaof the Red Sea
to cover them. Notice, God saves them and thegnhitnee faith. God
did not save them because of their faith. Hisat&n was a
completely free and sovereign decision on his fgabe gracious, to
act contrary to what Israel deserved.

18. How is what happens to Israel a perfect illustratd Romans
5:8?

Just like Israel we are sinners deserving God'stiuraGod has been
amazingly kind to everyone in this room and yetefiese to trust him
and we blame him for any hard thing that comesveay. Yet, God
looks at us in our sin and decides to love us andhows that he loves
us in killing his son for us. Rather than kill i kills Jesus. The
result is that we walk through the waters of hisithrsafely due to
God’s punishing Christ in our place. God rescusgrom the greatest
danger we face, his wrath due us for our sin. T$is spite of the fact
that we exhibit, on a regular basis the fact thatdo not really trust
God and do not in any way deserve to be treatetoydtim. There is
a day coming to all those who belong to Christ wtenmost
impossible thing you can imagine will happen. ®adtiwelcome
sinners into heaven forever, for the sake of Jesus.

19. How did Israel respond to God’s salvation (v. 31)?

They feared the Lord and they trusted him and éngast Moses.

20. What comes first, God loving and saving or ourdaghg? See
John 3:1-8 & Ephesians 3:8-9 for another staterogtitis fact.

Faith is the product of God’s saving work, not tdaeise of it.
Everyone whom God saves believes the gospel buittelf is part of
the effect of God’s saving work.

God creates hopeless conditions and saves us through them so that
hisgreatnessis seen and admired by graciousy saving usfrom the
real threat.



