GOD ISKEEPING HISPROMISESTO
THE PRAISE OF HISGLORY
Exodus 15:1-21

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

Describe the last time you were impressed withrateful for another
person and expressed your appreciation eithelatq#rson or
someone else. What kinds of things impress yauusch that you
usually say something in praise? Do you often alylexpress
gratitude or praise to others?

In our passage today the Israelites are on théeastern shore of the
Red Sea with the corpses of the Egyptian army wgsinp on the
shore after God drowned them in the Red Sea. elfest verse of
chapter 14 we are told that they now fear the laord trust him and
Moses. Then, in response to what they have sekpuwrof their
newfound faith, they break into a song of prai$baey do what every
human being naturally does when they observe sangethat
impresses them. Like sports fans screaming wheinté|am scores;
like bargain hunters who call their best frienceafnaking an amazing
purchase; like parents after the birth of theitcchall friends and
family, so the nation Israel declare in song tf@irin God and his
salvation. _True faith always produces true worsHipue faith
understands the true greatness of God and his avatkhus produces
true worship. That is what Exodus 15: 1-21 recéodsis. Here we
see modeled by the nation of Israel what the parpbdssod is in the
world and what the point of the Christian lifevgrship. True
worship is a heartfelt response to God and hisasialv. We are going
to make four observations about the nature ofwomship in this
study.

STUDY

1. What evidences do you see in the content of thisrhgf praise
and the descriptions of the Israelites that woeédllyou to believe that
they sang this song with feeling, not indiffereftly

First, it would be hard to imagine witnessing whiay withessed and
not being overwhelmed with emotion. Can you imagtanding on
the shore of the Red Sea and watching this amairspdpy of power
that rescues you from certain calamity and haviagemotional
response and not uttering a single word? Relasf, jear, etc. would
be the thing we would expect. Second, the langagatie song/poem
is full of emotion. “The Lord is highly exalted:"The horse and the
rider he hurledinto the sea.” “The Lord is my strength and myngd
“I will praise him.” “Who among the gods is likeoy, O Lord?”
While the language sounds sort of formal to us bseat is religious
or biblical language, yet it is full of emotion.in&lly, all the women
play tambourines, dance and sing a chorus in resporYou don’t
dance when you’re not happy. They have seen @Goalce and power
and so they enthusiastically praise him with tlisg Miriam and the
other women dance, play the tambourine and sirtgs i§ all done
with joy. The Israelites deeply felt the dangaytlwere in and then
they saw God’s powerful saving act. Their heamsenfull of fear of
the Lord and trust in the Lord and joy in his sdlga and so they
declared his praise. These things are unbreakbbiynd together.

2. Compare Acts 2: 37-47, which recounts the respofipeople to
the first Christian sermon. What similarities dmuysee?

At the end of it the audience was “cut to the Heand cried out,
“Brothers, what must we do to be saved?” Thenvaverses later,
after recording that 3000 people became Christidnas day it says,
“they were filled with awe” and they “ate togethetth glad and
sincere hearts, praising God”. They were terrifisglthe threat of
God'’s justice and were relieved by the promisegieness in Christ
and thus joined together in worshipping God with peéople. This is
conversion, this is the mark of true faith. Thrbulge preaching of the
gospel they “saw” the greatness of spiritual reglit.e., their sin,
God’s justice and Christ’s glory as a savior. Thegre “affected” by
what they saw and thus they responded in feah,faiwe, and joy and
so praised God for his mercy.



3. What have been ways you have seen your heart taffeby the
gospel?

4. Does your praise often come from a heart thatfie€eed” by the
greatness of Christ and his saving work? Why oy ndi?

Trueworship isa heartfelt responseto God and his salvation. It
naturally arises when his power and grace ar e seen.

5. What is the majority of this song of praise aboMyhat do most of
the lines of the poem describe?

In the NIV there are 66 lines to the poem. 33dlidescribe the
destruction of the Egyptians at the Red Sea. &3 ldescribe God's
future leading Israel into the land of promise atelivering them from
their enemies in the future. The majority of talp describes what
God has donéo deliver them and what he is going toidahe future.
While vv. 4-10 retell the work of God in destroyimypt, vv. 13-17
describe what God will do in the future. The peapfl Israel look at
what God has donat the Red Sea and understand that this event
guarantees his future work. Therefore, they praise for his future
work. The future is secure because God has shaairhe is forsrael
by this mighty work. There will be many hazaramglthe way to the
land of promise but the God who destroyed the Egypwill also
destroy every other enemy and plant them in the ¢drpromise, on
the mountain of the Lord.

6. Why is there so much repetition in the psalm?

When you are impressed with what someone elsedmas gou never

tire of describing in detail what it is that theegou admire has done.

Sports fans never tire of retelling the story ahsogreat exploit by
their favorite athlete. Sportsmen will gladly tedlu about the huge
fish that fought for an hour or the wily buck thaed to sneak by.
Grandmothers will never grow tired of describingytmu the
accomplishments of their grandchildren. It is tiaure of praise to
give the details and delight in repeating them.

7. How are these verses, which describe the work aof iB&hrist,
similar to this description of God’s work on behalflsrael? (Phil. 1:6,
Romans 5:9-10, 8:30-37, Eph 2:4-7, 1 Peter 1:3€5) e

What occupies our attention as Christians is thes lileath,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. Th®tical event of
Christ coming into the world and of his living, dgiand rising for us
is what we never grow tired of talking about, simgabout and
praising God about. We delight to talk about amysabout the facts
of the gospel. But also, just as Israel praisesl Got only for what he
has done but also for what he is going to do, sm@teonly recount
and worship God for what he did in Jesus but foatwke know he is
going to do in the future because of what he dithénlife and death of
Jesus. Our hearts are full of confidence in regathe future and
we regularly praise God for what he is going tq dtb because of
what he has donia the Christ._We face the future with confideimce
our hearts and praise on our lips because we kinatvwe cannot be
harmed.

8. Do you delight to recount what God has done in €faind what he
is going to do for us through Christ? Why or wioth

Trueworship isa heartfelt responseto God and his salvation. It
recounts what God has done and what he will do.

9. What are some ways that God and his relationshijstpeople are
joyfully acknowledge in the following verses becaws$ what he has
done and will do?

» Verse 2We don’t only worship God for being an impressivue b
distant God who deserves our admiration. We werkin
because he is nmstrength, mysong, mysalvation and mysod.
While God’s destruction of Egypt preserved theamatf Israel,
yet it also was the act by which he saved eaclvihgil in Israel.
God is praised by the whole congregation but aljsedch
individual. The powerful act of God in saving #rgire people
convinces each individual that he is a personal@av



10.

Verse 11He is the only God in the universe. There is n® amd
nothing like him. He is alone in his holiness,rgland power. He
is infinitely more impressive than anyone and etemg else. His
acts prove there is no other god besides him.

Verse 13 & 17God loves his people and exercises his strength on
their behalf to bring them to himself. As his dedpe is leading

us to his holy dwelling. He is going to plant ustbe mountain
where he dwells. The point of all this is that goal of this whole
salvation is to live with God forever. It is inde#ne chief end of
man to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. Heus to bring his
people to the place where he dwells so we camwlitlehim

forever. He is the goal of this act of salvatidtis love for Israel

is shown in not just setting them free from thedbarof slavery,

but setting them free in order to have them livila\wim forever.

Verse 18This act at this point in history and then God'tife
acts to bring his people to himself point to thégmeate fact that
God alone is the eternal ruler of all things. Hesgn is an eternal
reign. He is right now working to bring his entjpeople home to
himself to live with him forever.

How do the following NT verses point to the samergp?

Romans 8:1-F'he work of Christ is done for Paul personally.
1 Timothy 1:12-17The work of Christ is experienced by Paul
personally. The saving work of Christ resultshia knowledge

that he alone is God and alone deserves the praise.

Romans 11:32-3Ble is alone in his wisdom and glory. All things
come from him, through him and are to him.

1 Peter 3:1&hrist died to bring us to God. God is the goalifef.

Col. 3:1-4Christ is our life. We will be revealed with himglory.
Living with him forever is the end of salvation.

> Philippians 3:7-1TThe goal of life is to know Christ in his power
and in his suffering and then live with him foreaéthe
resurrection from the dead.

11. What are ways that you have seen the glory of Gdchirist?
How often do you find your heart full of amazemanthe greatness of
God as he is revealed through the person and wdtkiast?

Trueworship isa heartfelt responseto God and his salvation. It
describesthe greatness of God and his pur poses.

12. What phrases point to the presence of all the liszagyathered
and singing this song of worship to the Lord?

Inv. 1itis “Moses and the Israelites (literall§the sons of Israel”).”
In vv. 20-21 we are specifically told that all twemen participated in
the worship by playing tambourines, dancing andjisig an
antiphonal response to the main hymn.

13. What the physical ways that the delight of Israebiod’s
salvation is expressed?

The all sing with their voices, the women play taaorimes and dance.

14. Is it unusual (abnormal) that people express tiaight through
physical acts like singing, dancing, playing music,.? Why or why
not?

Every human being regularly expresses the affest@om emotions of
their hearts in physical acts. We are physicabtuees and so we
show all of our emotions and preferences througtilp@xpressions.
We cry, we scowl, we smile, we clap, we fall onkmaes, we raise
our hands in celebration, we bow our heads in remee, we jump up
and down in excitement, etc. As embodied creaturesatural and
normal for people to express their emotional statghysical ways.
When your daughter dances in her recital you dsmitply sit in your
seat and whisper, while sitting on your hands, ‘lyeaYou shout and
you clap because of your delight. True affectimnsSod often



produce bodily effects. We raise our hands, wetshee cry, we
stand, we sit, we kneel, we lay prostrate, we bawmheads, and we lift
our heads. We express the affections of our héamsigh the use of
our bodies.

15. Does everyone express the same emotions/affe¢tidthe same
way? What does this tell us about evaluating pétsal condition of
others by how they physically behave in Sunday mgrworship?

No we are all different, due to upbringing, cultaed personality in
how we express our emotions with our bodies. Waat all the same
in this and there is no ground for judging one drawts sincerity or
spirituality based upon either the presence or abseof bodily
expressions of your delight in God.

16. Do you think you would have enjoyed the melody andical
style that these ancient, nomadic, Middle Easteopfe used to sing
this song and play their tambourines? Why or wbi? n

My guess would be that probably few of us wouldHied the sound
of the music these women played. We probably wailtdave liked
the melody and the harmony of the singing. These ancient

Middle Eastern nomadic people. They were not getvplned in
music theory or with a history of the great claasimusic of Europe
or of jazz or the blues or rock n’ roll. Yet, Gads pleased to receive
this musical praise, which none of us would hakedi

17. What does the content of this song, the presentardiourines
and a musical style that we would not like tellb®ut how we
conduct our musical worship?

First, there is no such thing as a “sacred” musistyle. God does not
prefer one style of music to another. The infimageties of
combinations of tones that make up music can alldael to express
the worth of God from the hearts and lips of thabe love him. The
critical event in musical worship is not the stgfamusic but the hearts
of those who sing and play. Second, our mainriiten selecting
music ought to be the theological substance olyities, not the style
of music. There are songs, both old hymns and maabegs that

should not be sung in our worship because of ewaseloctrine or
because of the absence of truth in the lyrics.rdlve are to gather
together because we all love Jesus, not becausdl o¥e the same
kind of music. We want our music to reflect omedsity and to
requirethat we accept one another in spite of our diffiess.
Therefore, we believe that if everyone leaves Seralay morning and
can say that they enjoyed at least one of the ttiregsve sing and that
they didn't like at least one of the tunes we savegwill have
succeeded. Fourth, all of God’s people can andikhbe involved in
musical worship.

18. Do you often leave Sunday worship disappointed tighmusic
that we sang because you don't like the styleSo,lhow should you
respond to that?

Trueworship isa heartfelt responseto God and his salvation. It
involves the whole people of God in a variety of physical and
musical actions.



