GOD ISKEEPING HISPROMISES
BECAUSE HE ISWITH HISPEOPLE
Exodus 17:1-16

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

Who would you want to be with you in the followingcumstances
and why?

» Your car broken down at night on a dark countrydroa

» Celebrating your birthday

> Your child taken into emergency surgery with seveognach pain
> Your first performance with the orchestra aftemigeaccepted

It would be safe to say that most people don’t viarte alone all the
time. All of us want others with us on a fairhgtdar basis. This is
especially true during the crisis moments and ¢g&j moments of
our lives. We need others present for strengthhahgl and to share in
our joy. The core of the good news of the Bibléhet the greatest
person in the universe, God himself, promises twilie his people.
Beginning in the OT with Abraham, Isaac and Jacab@ming to
climax in the person of Jesus, God promises toitiehis people. In
fact, the final words of Jesus prior to ascendmthe right of the
Father were, “And surely | am with you always te trery end of the
age.” This is the astonishing good news of thelevBable. The God
whom we have ignored and despised since Adam aeddek and ate
the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good @vil has made a
way for he and us to live together. He is withhis,church, to do us
good, always.That is what this chapter seeks to emphasizeand
describe. God is with us and because he is withar&in things are
true. God acts in certain ways and wants us fworgsto his actions
in certain ways because he has chosen to be oua@btb make us
his people.

STUDY

1. Summarize how God has shown Israel that he isthwém from the
beginning of Exodus through 17:1.

He sent Moses to lead them out of Egypt. He prteiche was with them
by sending the ten plagues against Egypt and fgreimaraoh to let them go.
He passed over their blood stained homes and didtithdheir firstborn

sons. He destroyed Pharaoh’s army in the Red 8ehrbught Israel safely
across. He made the bitter water sweet at Mardh.fed the entire nation
with a supper of roast quail while they campecdhi@a Desert of Sin. He daily
manifests his presence by sending manna every ngoamd by appearing in
the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of firg/ Imight. He is personally and
visibly leading them through the desert.

2. How do the Israelites respond when God leads tloeRephidim
where there is no water (vv. 1-7)? (Note: the weoadslated “quarrel”
in the NIV is most often used with the meaning, fite a lawsuit
against” or “to contend with someone over propertgther legal
rights.” See Genesis 26:20-22, Exodus 23:2-6.)

They demand that he give them water as their leghat. They are so angry
that there is no water that they are on the verblilbng Moses. When do
people bring a lawsuit? When they believe thatlaoperson has deprived
them of something that belongs to them or when @oeneas harmed them
through intentional action or negligence. The dedrt as though
Moses/God owes them water. They have a right teread Moses has an
obligation to give it to them. They are testingdGo find out, “Is God
among us or not?” Essentially they are saying wdG'put up or shut up.”
They are demanding that he prove that he is remitly them by giving them
what they have a right to have, water. Moses nédinieplace Massah and
Meribah. These are the two Hebrew words for tgséind quarreling. They
are doing two things here. First, they claim to @éavright to water. Itis
their legal right to drink and so they bring a lawtsagainst God claiming
that he is not dealing with them justly. Secohdytdemand that God prove
that he is with them, that he loves them, thashmiverful, by giving them
what they demand. They test him, requiring hipréwe his presence by
providing water, now.

3. Have you ever questioned God’s presence, poweoalue
when some difficulty has come into your life?



4. Are the people of Israel justified in their angsnaands? Why or
why not?

Absolutely not. God has showered them with kir&laed has proven that
he is with them and will care for them. He ledusm and promises to bring
them safely to the land of Canaan.

5. What does their anger and their demands reveat dienn?

Their anger reveals what their heart loves and ihot God or goodness.
They are not grateful for all that God has dondweyl do not believe his
promises. They do not care about him. The oihgtthat fills their vision

is the need they have and how unjust it is that tleenot have water to
drink. They demand that God prove his love, hisence and his power by
doing what they wanitmmediately.

6. What does our anger reveal about us?

Anger is an infallible diagnostic tool. It revedlse condition of your soul.
When we feel anger or frustration it is becauseetbing we believe we must
have to be happy is being taken or kept from ugyeAis the emotion we
experience when we believe our rights have beengied upon, when we
have been treated unfairly. When something welelive must have is not
provided our rage boils over. We demand our righ#/e demand that God
and others prove they love us by meeting our nedétls.not fair.” “I don’t
deserve to be treated like this.” When you arergiygu reveal what your
heart really loves, what you truly believe you nheste to be happy. When
you are angry, with few exceptions, you are brigganawsuit against God
and testing him, requiring him to prove he is raatl he loves you.

7. How does God respond to the angry demands of tsrael

Look at the grace of God that now follows. He do&smention the
unbelieving, unjust, cruelty of the Israelites. dees not reprimaniloses
for his whining. He tells Moses to go out aheatheflsraelites, taking with
him the staff of God and a few of the elders afdbr He is to go out to the
large rock at Horeb. God will meet him there, presbly in the pillar of
cloud and stand by the rock. Moses is to takestak and strike the rock
and water will immediately begin to flow, formingiarant, crystal clear,
gushing river into the camp of Israel. So God goasly provides for Israel
in spite of their unbelief and demanding that heverhimself once again.

8. In 1 Corinthians 10:4 Paul says that this rockhsi€l. What does
the provision of water from this rock tell us abthe person and work
of Christ?

Just as the NT tells us that the bread from hedénemna) is Christ so it tells
us that the rock from which water flows is Chrigte see here in this
provision of water that God provides for his churttirough Christ, the

living water that we must have if we are going &aingeternal life. Jesus says
this in John 7:37-39, that the Holy Spirit is tlinrig water that he gives to
everyone who believes in him. God'’s kindnesstig mesponséo human
goodness or human faith. God is kind and gracmigr to any goodness in
humans. The point is that Christ is not givenustand the Holy Spirit is not
sent to us because of who we are but because oGetigs. God's plan to
save us did not begin with God seeing somethind goas. He gives Christ
as a Savior, who gives the Holy Spirit to his pepply grace, not by works.
We are recipients of the greatest gift that camgiven in spite of who we are.
God has come to us and lives with us because hgives Christ for us.

God is with us by his Spirit whom he has pouredfmum Christ as the river
of water gushed from that rock for Israel.

9. If the pleasures of life and the salvation of Chnisre given to you
in proportion to your love for God and others, wivauld your life be
like, would you ever be saved?

If you are honest, you know that if God were degiliith you in proportion
to your love for him, you would be living in woganditions than the
refugees in Sudan. God is not dealing with aripdilnuman being as their
sins deserve. He gives all men life and breatherstything else
irrespective of how “good” we are. The fact of timatter is that all of us
have been given far more than we deserve. Wesdirde what we know
that Israel deserves, eternal suffering, becaus@awe all treated God just
like Israel is treatingGod.

God isvitally connected to and identifies himself with the church
therefore He graciously provides what we need, the living water of
Christ who isthe Holy Spirit.

10. Describe what happens when the Amalekites attaakliat
Rephidim.



Moses instructs Joshua to gather a few chosen mémga out to fight
against Amalek. Then he goes to the top of theverlooking the battle
with Aaron his brother and another guy named HGn the top of the hill
Moses holds up his hands with the staff of Goddrhand. As long as he
holds up his hands, Israel is winning the battl¢ Wwhen he puts his hands
down due to fatigue, the Amalekites are winning, A&ron and Hur roll a
large boulder to the edge of the hill for Mosesitaupon and then they each
hold up one of his hands with the staff in it. Résds then remain raised up
with the staff in them until the sun goes downer&tore, Israel overcomes
Amalek and defeats them.

11. What is the point of this little story? Clue: Whmts happened
prior to this every time Moses has stretched asihand with the staff
of God in it (7:19, 8:5, 9:22, 10:22, 14:16, 2L. 1

Whenever Moses stretches out his hand with theistif God acts. Many
commentators make this a story about the powerayfgp. However, we are
not told that Moses was praying. Rather, we see that as long as Moses
holds up the staff of God, Israel is winning buewlne takes it down, Israel
loses. We know that the staff is the visible sywibGod’s power. The staff
has no power in it. It is simply the symbol of Ggabwer. _What we have in
this story is an incredibly clear picture of theefdahat God’s work is the
important work, not human workYes Israel has to go out into battle and
fight. But their success does not depend upon streingth or ability. Their
success and their failure is due entirely to Gauassence and higork.

The power is not in Moses. He does not have thagth to hold uphe staff
of God. He himself needs help to do his part. Whele point of this story is
to show that while God’s people have work to dopwst fight, we must
hold up the staff of God, yet the success of thk is@ntirely dependent
upon God.

12. How do the following verses teach the same thing?

Psalm 33: 16-18
Psalm 127:1-2
Proverbs 21:31
John 15:5

1 Corinthians 4:7

1 Corinthians 15:10
Philippians 2:12-13
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We must work, but our work is only fruitful beca@d is working through
it. All we have comes from God’s working througin work.

13. Read Psalm 90:16-17, Col. 3:23 and 1 Peter 4:1hat\8o these
passages tell us about how we should go about ork wv light of the
fact that God’s work is what matters?

We should ask God to make our work effective. Weld consciously do all
of work as if we were working for the Lord, not mieecause we are working
for the Lord. We should consciously depend uperntrd’s work to make
our work effective.

14. What difference would it make in your life to waoeak if God is
working through your work?

God isvitally connected to and identifies himself with the church
ther efore he worksthrough our work.

15. This is the first time that Joshua is mentionechoWs he? See
Exodus 24:13, & Num 27: 12-23.

Joshua is Moses’ apprentice. He has been hissiit® youth and has
experienced all that Moses has experienced. Hé weMt. Sinai with
Moses when he received the law and met the Loadge“fo face” with Moses
in the tent of meeting. He was the man appoinyeithdé Lord to lead Israel
after Moses died. He was the general who led Israker wars against the
Canaanites.

16. Why would the Lord want an account of this battlgten down
and regularly read to Joshua?

He wants Joshua to remember that while he mudt, #&bd is the one who
fights for him. He will be successful in carryiogt the Lord’s battles
because the Lord will make him successful. Intskinis written account is
given for the purpose of building Joshua'’s faithod wants Joshua to live,
to fight by faith. He wants him to go into battkecause he knows the Lord
goes with him and will fight for him.




17. How is the purpose of this written account in J@stlife the
same purpose God’s written word is to serve inliges? See
Matthew 4:8 & Rom. 10:17.

This is the reason God has given us a written r@afrhis works from the
beginning of creation. The written word of Godjigen to us for the
purpose of building and strengthening our faithydu want a reason to
read the Bible personally and to show up in chuand go to Bible studies,
this is it. The Bible is the “food” which sustaiosr spiritual life.

18. What do you need to begin doing in order to get’Swabrd into
your life with greater regularity?

19. Why does Moses build an altar? What does thistpoim our
lives?

He does it to offer thanks to the Lord for the atigthe gave them over the
Amalekites. This is the logical response we afeatee to the good that
comes from our work. If our work produces any gabid only because the
Lord has worked through our work. Therefore, hibe praised for all the
good fruit, the good results that come from ourkvowe don't get the
credit, God does. Christian people are to be ttialneople because we
know that the Lord is with us and he is workingoon behalf, all the time.
That is why we thank God for food, clothing, shiepiaychecks, jobs, our
desire to know him, theesire of our children to know him, salvation, etc.
He is the author of all the good that is in outesy not us.

20. A banner is the flag that accompanies kings anid &nmies into
battle. What does it mean for Moses to say, “Thellis my banner?”

He is stating what the source of his joy and gual# is. When a king
marched onto the battlefield he was preceded bpdnwer. It symbolized
his power. God himself is the banner of the churGlod doesn’'t send
something else to represent his people, he goesebkis people as the
symbol and the substance of their ability. Gocoispletely identified with
his people. He is what marks them and sets theasafistinct on the field

of the world. God is what makes us great. Thighat causes Moses to give
thanks. Remember v. 7? lIsrael asks, “Is the laitt us or not?” Moses
answers, “Are you kidding? The Lord is our Bannkte goes before us and
marks us off as his own people. To see us ist®&se, who goes before us
as our battle flag.”

21. The ESV has the literal translation of the firsttpd v. 16: “A
hand upon the throne of God.” Whose hand is ortitene of God
and how does that fact relate to God’s eternal sipipa to Amalek?

He means that when Amalek attacked Israel he waisgdnis hand on God’s
throne. To attack the people of God is to attacklGhe place where God
rules. That is why God has pledged that he will be atagainst Amalek
from generation to generation until he wipes Amal#khe face of the earth.
We see here God'’s eternal hostility against tholse @ppose him and his
people.

22. How do Matthew 25:40-46, Phil. 1:29 and 2 Thess.show the
eternal nature of God’s hostility to those who hamnefuse to assist
his church?

Those who oppose Christ's church and bring hariih &oe opposing God
and will be destroyed by God, just like Amalekis B dangerous thing to
oppose local churches and to criticize or seekawrhChristians.

23. What difference should it make in our lives to knthat those
who seek to harm or oppose Christ’'s church arekittg Christ and
therefore will be opposed by Christ unless theeneplike Paul did?

All of us ought to take this very serious as wateeto other Christians
and are involved with the church of Jesus. Todharm to Jesus’
church by dissension, gossip, false teaching, lsbghavior or
persecution is to attack Christ himself and thatas something you
want to be doing. That does not mean we cannditigumeone another
or our leadership. We must make sure that we anegdall we can to
support and encourage the health and holiness bbnly our church
but all other churches that are faithful to the gekof Christ. If you
love Christ, then you love his church as it is egged in a local
church because the Lord is our Banner.

God isvitally connected to and identifies himself with the church
therefore hewantsusto trust, thank and fear him.



