THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S GRACE COMES
FROM GOD THROUGH MEN
Galatians 1:1-5

Please review this week’s catechism question.
Did you meet anyone new after this past Sundayiskip service?
INTRODUCTION

Has anyone you love ever begun to believe thindsebave in ways
that you knew would eventually harm him or her?wHtbd you feel
about what they were believing/doing? What did glowabout it?

We can’t be 100% sure, but probably, the “churaifeSalatia” in v.2
include at least the churches that Paul and Basnstiasted in the cities
of Ilconium, Lystra and Derbe as recorded in Act&113}. Most

likely Paul wrote this letter to these churches stme during their
stay in Antioch as recorded in Acts 14:26 to 15:3.

Read Acts 15:1-5, Galatians 1:6, 3:1-5, 4:8-112Q0& 5:7-12.
Discuss these questions.

A. What appears to be the problem in the churchesat#tia that
motivated Paul to write this letter?

After Paul left the region of Galatia and returnigdhis home church
in Antioch, Syria, a group of Jewish Christiansifrderusalem came
to these churches and began to tell these non-Ge@hsistians that it
was not enough to have faith in Christ in ordegtoto heaven. These
teachers from Jerusalem said that if the Gentileistians were going
to be accepted by God they must also become Jbwising
circumcised and following Jewish religious custoriibey claimed
that they were speaking on behalf of the apostidgiusalem, that
this is what the original 12 apostles taught inukalem and that Paul,
who wasn’t really an apostle, had changed the ngssad had
taught them an incomplete gospel. What happerediththese
churches of Galatia is that the people listeneth&se teachers from

Jerusalem anthegan to adopt Jewish religious ceremonies and
circumcision. They began to believe that in ordelbe accepted by
God they must not only believe in Jesus but atsxy the OT law as
interpreted by the Jews through the centuries.

B. How does Paul feel about the Christians in thesecties and what
is happening to them?

The emotion Paul has towards these Christiansng nmeich the
emotion that parents have when their children azading down paths
of destruction. When your child is heading dowpath of destruction,
the pain you feel can only be described as the phahildbirth. The
language of Paul in this letter is fierce, ofterggnand always
passionate because he views these people as lisechivho are
heading down a path of ruin and he is going to dergthing he can
do to rescue them from that devastation that isisgmWhen we
remember that this letter was written by the di@ttunder the
influence of God’s Holy Spirit and is thus part@dd’s word to his
people we understand that the passion of Paulfese people to
return from the foolishness that they are embradsntpe passion of
God for his peopleGod, in this letter is passionately pursuing his
church, his people.

C. How does he feel about those who are teachingfiefent
gospel™?

You can see how violently Paul opposed these temehnd their
message in 1:8 & 5:12, “But even if we or an anigem heaven
should preach a gospel other than the one we pegzhthyou, let him
be eternally condemned.” “As for those agitatorsyish they would
go the whole way and emasculate themselves.” Heasanad about
what these men were teaching the churches of Gadatany parent in
here would be to find out that your child’s schtezcher was telling
the children that doing drugs and shoplifting wagraat way to live.
His opinion of what was going on in these churckas the same as
yours would be if you found out that the Boy Steaders in your
son’s troop were teaching the boys how to be Istdmdamentalists
and how to blow up buildings and people as suibioimbers and your
son was buying into what his Scout leaders werangay



In this letter, God through the apostle Paul isping his people and
defending them so that they are not destroyedrewsaved. Itis a
fierce letter that is motivated by the fierce aealpus love of God for
his people. In this opening paragraph, the ap&stld takes the
gloves off and begins his relentless pursuit oé¢hgeople. In the
opening paragraph we immediately see how it is@wat pursues his
people.

STUDY

1. According to Mark 3:13-19 & Luke 6:12-16 how dicethriginal
12 apostles become apostles?

Jesus spent a night in prayer and the next morapypinted, from
among all of his disciples, twelve, whom he desaphto be apostles.
His purpose was that they should be with him aad ey should go
out an preach. He gave them authority to drivedmrhons and to
heal.

2. According to Acts 1:21-26 how did the eleven apssthfter Jesus’
ascension, choose a man to take the place of Jhadsetrayer?
What were the requirements for being an apostle?

Only someone who had been with Jesus from thehemeas baptized
by John until he ascended into heaven was eligiblee an apostle.
They chose between two men by praying and theimgdsts (Like
drawing straws, short straw wins.). They usedciing of lots so
that God by his providence (Proverbs 16:33) wotldve whom he
wanted. The task of the apostle was to bear wstteeghe resurrection
of Christ.

3. According to Acts 9:1-19, when and how did Pauldree an
apostle?

While on his way to Damascus to persecute the dmisthere, the
risen Christ confronted him and appointed him tagdis name to
the Gentiles.

4. What might those who were opposing Paul’s teachir@alatia
have told those in the churches there about Pdlalis to be an
apostle?

They were probably arguing that since Paul did kdw Jesus during
his life, he cannot be an apostle because he dutefit the
gualifications laid down by the original apostlesActs 1. They
would claim that he could not be an apostle becdneseas not an
eyewitness of the life, death and resurrectionestg.

5. What does Paul say about himself in vv. 1-2 to tenact this
argument? Why describe the Father, as the onegavwed Jesus from
the dead? Why say this letter is also from unnabmethers who are
with him?

First, he says he is an apostle. He immediatelyrd that he is on the
same level of authority as Peter, James and Jétfenapostles in
Jerusalem. He does not represent any man or gobupen and he
did not become an apostle by any man appointingtbithe office of
an apostle. Rather he is an apostle by the appmint of Jesus Christ
and God the Father. In Luke 6:12-16 we are tolt thesus spent a
whole night in prayer prior to appointing the 12agtles. The
implication is that while Jesus appointed the aj@sshe did so at the
direction of God the Father. Therefore, all thégamal apostles could
claim to be apostles by Jesus Christ and God thbdfajust like

Paul. The problem is that Jesus was no longer livingarth in the
flesh when Paul claims to have been appointed toyas an apostle.
This is why, as soon as Paul says that he was rmradpostle by Jesus
and the Father, he immediately says that thisesitather who raised
Jesus from the dead. The point Paul is makingiss if Jesus in the
days of his flesh had the authority to appointapestles of his
church, then why does he not, as the resurrectesCtvho is seated
at the right hand of God, have the right and thdigtto appoint him
as an apostle? Are they going to argue that tlsemected, glorified
Christ has less authority than Christ in the dafis flesh?

Now notice in verse 2 he then adds that he is nighg to them by
himself but with all the brothers who are with hifhis is a unique
phrase in the 13 letters of Paul. Every othereleis only from him or



from he and one or two other named individualds #ither from
“Paul to the saints in Ephesus” or from “Paul, S#and Timothy to
the church of the Thessalonians.” But here it@aPand “all the
brothers with me to the churches of Galatia.” Whgntion an entire
group of unnamed Christians as the coauthors with ¢f this letter?
The point is that there is an entire community bfi§tians who
acknowledge Paul as an apostle and who confirmtti@atnessage he
is delivering is the gospel of Christ. Again, fhkse teachers are
trying to show that Paul is a “Johnny-come-latelyho is working
outside of the established church. They have @diRtul as a loner,
a renegade and therefore not to be trusted. Rauthe other hand,
wants them to know that there is a great numb&twofstians who
acknowledge his authority and his message.

6. Why does Paul begin by asserting his authoritynespmstle?

It is very important to remember that Paul is natking this defense
of his authority because he can’t stand not beegpected. He knows
that the eternal life of these people hangs on drahey treat him as
an apostle or not. If they submit to these fatsehers as having true
authority and reject him, he knows they will gdvédl and he is going
to exert all of his powers of persuasion and usFyegodly means at
his disposal to keep that from happening. Theyrcta come fronthe
apostles in Jerusalem. Also, they claim to hawnl@pointed as
teachers byhe apostles. He begins his pursuit of these lpdmp
clearly declaring that he has more authority thhege false teachers
because unlike them his commission does not camenfren or by
men but by the resurrected Son of God and by Hisdfa

7. Can any pastor, elder, bishop, teacher in the &htlesm what Paul
claims here, “sent not from me or by men but byiSéshrist and God
the Father™? Why or why not?

No human being throughout all the history of theld,capart from the
eleven original apostles, Matthias who was appalrae apostle in
place of Judas in Acts 2 and Paul can say what Bau$ about

himself here.He claims to be directly appointed by Jesus &ed t
Fatherapart from any human intermediary. No pastor, elder, bishop
or any other church leader can claim the same thikgery other

teacher in the church, since the appointment ofl Ra@ppointed by
God but from men and by meWe see this in Acts 14 in these very
churches when Paul and Barnabas retrace their stiefmsigh these
Galatian cities and “appointed elders for them gch church”.
Timothy, Titus and Silas are sent to the churches Paul and by
Paul. After these original apostles died, evetyeotGod ordained
minister of Christ is ordained by means of humandse

God pursues his people by his word delivered througpeople.
8. According to v. 3, what does Paul want for thesgpje?

His desire for these wayward people is that thgyedrnce the
unmerited favor of God the Father and the Lord 3eShrist. He
wants them to grasp the free grace of God thatfeyed to sinners
and the peace with God and others that flows fremdpa recipient of
that grace. He is not out to win an argument josthe sake of
winning an argument. He is not trying to set tretraight because he
cannot stand it when people don't explain the Glamsgospel right.
His motive in this letter is that these people egpee the amazing
grace of God and the life of peace that his gracepces.

9. What three things does Paul tell them about Chrigt 4?

1. Christ gave himself in behalf of our sins.
2. He did this to deliver us from this present eviéag
3. He did this according to the will of God the Father

10. What do these statements tell us about oursehegsamn
condition?

We are sinners who are helplessly captivated tsyghesent evil age.
Our sins are not small, inconsequential things iSiour biggest
problem. Sin is what damns us to hell. Sin istwinalaves us and
places us under God'’s just wrath. We are helplegscape our sins.
You cannot deliver yourself from this present ageg by means of this
present evil age. We are part of it and enslavwed bnd therefore we
must have a deliverer from outside of it if we goéng to escape. You
cannot escape this present evil age and the doatngltoming upon



it by using some resource in this age to escaymel are trapped by
your sin and by the rule of the devil. Sin mushbeible if it took the
sinless Son of God to die in order for it to begfeen.

11. What does this tell us about Christ and his work?

Christ gave himself for our sins and it was GodFagher’s will that
Christ give himself for our sins. No one took Gtisilife from him.
He voluntarily gave himself in accordance with t# of his Father.
God the Son and God the Father both agreed thatvthis the way
salvation would be attained for God'’s people. Reegess of sins is
not based upon what we have done but based upanGhinist has
done. lItis his death that secures forgiveness.didd the death we
deserve. Therefore we cannot.di@od has punished Christ for our
sins therefore he cannot punish us for our siBgher you must die
for your sins or Christ must have given himseliéhalf of your sins.
He comes to us from outside this present evil ageua deliverer, our
Savior from it. He comes free from the powersisf¢vil age and
rescues us from it and the doom that is coming ufpon

12. How does this summary of the gospel by Paul cordtr#ae false
teacher’s claim that Christ’'s work is not enoughthat only those
who trust Jesus arive like Jews will go to heaven?

Whenever someone says that their salvation depgrais something that
theydo, they are automatically declaring that they ac¢ sinners or that
their sins are not really a very big deal. Wheani able to overcome the
debt of my sin by something | do or perform | amlaténg that my sins are
not all that bad, nothing to get excited about. eVive say that we must do
something to pay for sins then we place ourselueside of Christ’s death
and thus under a death penalty. The wages okgieath, not being
circumcised and obeying the Jewish law. The oaly i@ pay for sin is to
die, not be baptized or pray a prayer asking Jestesyour heart or loving
your wife or confessing your sins or being a misary. If you get pulled
over for speeding and go to court and tell the gitlge reason you should
not be required to pay the fine is because you daka a dozen cookies and
you have always paid your taxes, he will not bergsged. If you insist that
you must do something in addition to what Jesugdbagor instead of what
Jesus has done, you put yourself on death rovwheEjtou must die for your
sins or Christ must have given himself in behalfafr sins. When you

believe that your salvation is dependent upon soimgtyou must do you are
telling the God who made you that he is an idiwdt you are smarter and
wiser than he. Everything that is in this presage of men is evil whether it
is the evil of sexual immorality or greed or deda@ptor the evil of man-made
religious performance. How can that which is atparthis present evil age
deliver from this present evil age? That is Paldgic. You cannot deliver
yourself from this present evil age by means afpihesent evil age. We are
part of it and enslaved by it and therefore we nmaste a deliverer from
outside of it if we are going to escape.

13. How do you feel about what vv. 3-4 say about thg ofa
salvation?

God pursues his people by the work of Christ.

14. According to v. 5 what is God’s ultimate reasondaving us in
this fashion? Why is this important to know?

God saves in this way for the glory of his own naifleerefore, when you
claim that salvation can be had in any other way gee treating God with
contempt, robbing him of the honor that is dueiton &lone. _If salvation
depends upon anything coming from you, any decision action, any
emotion, then God is not the Savidtle is robbed of his glory if your
salvation is not entirely his work, from beginnitagend. As we work our
way through Galatians over the next several moatiesway for us to think
about what we are doing is seeing the various vilagsGod displays the
glory of his name in our salvation and the wayg the humans try to rob
him of his glory and seek to magnify the glorywf @vn names.

The fact that God is committed to the glory ofdvis 1 name is the best news
you can hear. If God did not care about the glofyis own name all of us
would be headed for hell. There would be no heaversalvation. It is
because God is passionately committed to the gibhjs own nature being
made manifest that Christ gave himself for our,sjnace and peace come
from God to sinners, Paul was sent as an apostievemare delivered from
this present evil age.

15. Who is getting the credit for your salvation? Hdavyou know?

God pursues his people for the glory of his own nae



