THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S GRACE
IS THE ONLY WAY TO KNOW GOD
Galatians 1:6-10

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

A. Do you agree or disagree with the following statetheWhy or
why not? “Moral and religious truth is relativesgending upon the
culture, background, preferences and experienceaadf individual.”

B. On a scale of 1 to 10 (1=I know | do not know wisatue.
10=everything | believe is the truth and nothing tke truth.), how
certain are you that what you believe about Goduabalvation,
about morality is absolutely true? How confiderg you that
everyone else in the world, regardless of racaibuie should believe
exactly what you believe about religious and mgradstions? Why
did you pick that number?

C. What are some of the consequences of believingetheati/thing
you believe is absolutely true? What are soméetbnsequences of
believing that there is no final, absolute truth?

D. How do you feel about people who are certain theycarrect
about moral and religious questions?

E. In vv. 6-7 Paul says that the Galatian churchesmattee process of
turning away from the gospel of Christ that he tdugem the first
time he was with them. How does Paul feel abowdtwliey are in the
process of doing?

These five verses are the most sobering of vetdesegins these
verses with a strong statement of his shock andzamant at the
Galatians willingness to listen to the false teashgho have come to
them. He is outraged and befuddled by their inighib see what is so
plain to him, that what the false teachers are sgywhile they claim

it is the gospel of Christ, is no gospel at alheTamazement he feels is
like that of the parent whose teenager shows umagte with a huge,
permanent tattoo on his forearm. “Have you takeswve of your
senses? Don’t you know that thing is permanerit®'the shock a
parent might feel if her college student son clatie in the middle of
the semester and says he is dropping out of codedgehe and a
buddy are going to hitchhike across the U.S. ferrtbxt six months.
“Don’t you have any brains? What are you goindite on? What
about all the money we already paid for college?s the shock you
feel when your best friend tells you, out of theephe is going to
leave his wife and children and move in with a wor2@ years
younger. “Are you crazy? Don’t you know what kafcchaos you
are bringing into your life and the life of yourithen?”

The apostle Paul is absolutely convinced that whatbelieveabout
God and about salvation is of the utmost importari¢e believes the
content of your faith, your theology, is the masportant thing about
you. The question for Paul is not whether or rat will have a
theology, because everyone has a theology, but yauattheology
says. In this passage we will discover why Paliebes that what
people believe is so important.

STUDY

1. According to v. 6 what is true of everyone who doetbelieve the
gospel of Christ as Paul taught it to the Galatimhen he was with
them?

The first thing that Paul tells these people i ihthey abandon the
gospel of Christ which he taught, they are not nyectbhanging their
philosophy. They are not merely exchanging onefdeliefs for
another. They are not just adopting a new wayioiking. Rather, if
they or anyone does not agree with the gospel aGéxactly as
Paul taught it, then they are turning away frométdod who calls
you by the grace of Christ.” To believe differéaim the gospel of
Christ as Paul taught it is to personally desertdGat is to turn your
back on the onlyrue and living God. The gospel is not merelyista
ideas about God and salvation. To abandon this glaspo abandon
the God who saves through it.



2. Why does Paul emphasize that to turn away frongtspel as he
taught it is to turn away from the “God who caltanby the grace of
Christ?” What is his point by describing God irsttvay? Consider 2
Thess. 2:12, Romans 5:6,8, 8:28-30, 9:10-13, 1Ir 2et6.

This message of the gospel is the power, whicheZertises to call
people out of the deadness and darkness of sitelhednd into the
kingdom of his beloved Son, into the kingdom ofrfasvelous light.
All other “gospels” are about what humans must daviork their way
into heaven. This gospel however, is about Goo\gep to create
light out of darkness, to make alive what is deaghroduce
righteousness where only sin existed. This calbtssimply an
invitation but a command that gives the abilityotmey the command.
He commandghat we trust in Christ alone and he givesthe power
to trust in Christ alone, through the gospel. Timtaway from this
gospel is to turn away from the grace of Chrishe Gospel of Christ
is the only message that reveals and applies theegthat he gives.
Why did the eternal Son of God leave his Fatheds and be born as
a man? Why did he do the will of God every morakhis entire life?
Why is it that he willingly went to the cross aratdthe horror of
hell? He did it because he delights to not treaners as they deserve
but to do good to them contrary to what we desere.did it so that
God the Father could justly treat sinners like gsfave were always
obedient children who never once sinn&ihen you deviate from the
gospel of Christ you leave grace behind and mwek serelate to God
on the basis of what you have performed, what ywe ldone, not
upon the basis of what Christ has done. You sebkve God judge
you based on your own merits, not the merits aisI&hrist.

You should enthusiastically evaluate the content gfour faith
because to turn away from the gospel of Christ isotturn away
from God and his grace.

3. Aliteral translation of v. 7 goes like this: “...wdhi is not another
(gospel), except that there are some who are traupbu and wanting
to pervert the gospel of Christ.” What does Paylthat those who
are teaching a false gospel are doing to the ckarohGalatia?

He says they are troubling these churches by faése teaching.

4. Here are a few of the other places in the NT whki@sesame verb
“to trouble” is used: Matthew 2:3, 14:26, John3Bland Acts 17:13.
Read them and describe what this word indicatesgeasy on in these
churches. Compare Galatians 5:15.

This verb is a very strong word and most oftenrsefie a very
unsettled and tumultuous emotional state. Itéstthuble you feel
when someone you love and trust has betrayed lydsithe emotional
distress you experience when you see a ghost angel or the
resurrected Christ. It is how people feel whenfamrted with the
death of a loved one or with being abandoned by. @bt the stirred
up emotional state of a mob. It is the emotior@ille that is felt by
those who are persecuted. In other words, thsefgbspel was
stirring up an emotional cauldron in these church&ather than
these Christians living together in the peace ofi€hthere was an
enormous amount of conflict and turmoil going #aul describes the
state of these churches as a result of these tedsders in Galatians
5:15, “If you keep on biting and devouring eachesttwatch out or
you will be destroyed by each other.”

5. What are some ways that a “gospel” that emphasizesan
performance will bring trouble to a church?

False gospels, man-centered gospels promote figlatial
competition._The reason false gospels bring treuto churches is
because false gospels do not humble people anti@aél rather they
exalt people and despise Godhen your system of salvation is
rooted in human performance then those humans wHomm better
look down upon those who don’t perform as wellls€agospels
promote comparison and evaluation of self and ath&elf-
righteousness and judgment and criticism and eihghiurches that
teach any gospel but the gospel of Christ. Thetbed individuals
who are embracing another gospel are filled witbsi fellowship-
destroying emotions and thus they bring their poisdo the
fellowship. It is as James says in his letter (3.1Bor where you
have envy and selfish ambition, there you findrdisioand every euvil
practice.” Nothing promotes envy and selfish aiohilike false




gospels that teach that God saves human beingsibead what
human beings do or because human beings are vauwalidecause
human beings are not slaves to sin but free tebeli

6. What are some ways you have seen man-centeredeigbd$ping
trouble into Christian relationships? What are samays you have
seen the true gospel promote peace and harmonyga@iorstians?

You should enthusiastically evaluate the content gfour faith
becauseo turn away from the gospel of Christ is to bringtrouble
to your church.

7. According to vv. 8-9 what will happen to anyone vgdreaches a
gospel other than the one Paul preached theifimsthe visited the
Galatians and which they received?

Paul, as plainly as you can state it, says thgbii don’t agree with
what he taught the Galatians on his visit to thaiies, which they
received, you will go to hell forever. Everyoneovdisagrees with
him, even at the smallest point, is under God'sewand will be
eternally rejected by God.

8. Why does Paul include himself and angels underctlmise?

He isn’t claiming that he is right and they shobklieve what he says
because of who he is. Rather, his point is thextetlis a message that
he was given that he told to them and that thegived. _They should
listen to him, not because of his brilliance butdgse of the brilliance
of the messagelf he were to ever disagree with what he toldrito

to change his mind about it in any way, he too wdid subject to the
same fate as those false teachers. He says, “Mayddrse me and
send me to hell if | ever disagree with the messalgéivered to you.”
Not only should he be damned if he disagrees lart gvt were
possible and an angel from heaven came and tolchyditferent
message, that angel will be damned to hell. Hiatps that the
message as he delivered it is the only true messagi@nyone or any
being that disagrees, no matter who they are ortwlingy claim about
themselves, they are wrong and will suffer forendrell for teaching
a false gospel.

9. Can you imagine yourself saying this to anothes@e? Why or
why not?

10. Does eternal condemnation seem an excessive pugrsiioyou
for merely believing wrong doctrine? Why or whytPo

11. Why is it that Paul does not view this as excespiu@ashment?
See Genesis 2:15-17, Deut. 13:12-16, 18:14-20, Red23,
Galatians 3:10 & 13, Hebrews 2:1-3, 10:26-31, 12:25

There are two reasons this is not excessive. ,Rhstwages of sin is
death. The only people who will go to heaven hosé who are
perfectly righteous. If you do not believe thepgbsthat means you
are depending upon your own righteousness to gaavén. You must
pay for your own sins. Therefore, to reject Chissio place yourself
under the curse of God because “Cursed is everydredoes not do
everything written in the curse of the law.” Singhbe paid for and if
you do not depend upon Christ as the satisfactidaanl’s law in his
obedience and in his death, then you must rely yponself and thus
you will perish. The second reason this is noesesive is because
when you refuse the gospel you are offending treev@m alone is
worthy of trust and praise and obedience. Youragust disobeying
your mother but the majestic, eternal King of thesarse upon whom
your entire existence depends. We all know thaishment to be just
must be proportional to the evil of the offenseheWyou despise a
being to whom you owe infinite obedience the oatyghment that
could possibly “fit” is an infinite punishment. IHeis an illustration
to capture this point: Paul Ryan is the Congressiicarthe f'
Congressional District in Wisconsin of which Janksvs a part.
What if I went on the morning news program on tual radio

station, WCLO and broadcast that Rep. Ryan, wheesgmts all the
citizens in this district would only talk with ahelp those who gave at
least $1000 to his election campaign. Not onlyldidy this on the
radio but the TV stations out of Madison, the neapsps in southern
WI also interviewed me and | sent out a letterverg home in the
district making the same claim. My claim is noigtr |1 have no proof
that this is true. What will happen to me if Itties? | will be



prosecuted for libel and slander. | will go toljand have to pay huge
sums of money to Rep. Ryan and to the state o¥¥Nat did | do? All
| did was state my belief that Rep. Ryan requir84@00 bribe before
he will help you. What's the big deal? The biglds that | am
defaming his character and harming our governingfitntions by
making these claims. Why is it so wrong to defammeere human in
this way but not wrong to defame the God who miaeevorld and
holds it together?Why is it right for me to be punished in such an
excessive way for slandering one man but wronghimse who slander
the eternal God to be punished with an eternalhellhe only reason
we think that an eternal hell is way out of propamtto the offense of
believing a few wrong things is because we thinlitts® of God.

You should enthusiastically evaluate the content gfour faith
becauseo turn away from the gospel of Christ is to bringGod’s
fury upon you.

12. Based on the questions Paul asks in v. 10 whaiveagssume is
another of the charges that the false teachersleseing at him?
What possible reasons could they have for makirsgattcusation?
See Acts 16:3, 21:17-26 & Romans 4:5.

They were accusing him of being a man pleasererdtian a God
pleaser. The grounds upon which they would makecthim are at
least these two. Firsthey claimed that Paul was seeking to be
popular with people by telling people that theylddae forgiven of
their sins and belong to the people of God by doiotting, but simply
by believing that Jesus Christ had done it alls gospel was people
friendly because it required nothing of anyone, ighe they were
teaching a gospel that required people to do soimgthHe said that
God justified the wicked which means wicked pegpl® heaven,
which is a man pleasing idea. The secgrulind of their accusation
was Paul's behavior. Sometimes Paul lived likewigh person and
sometimes he lived like a Gentile. He requiredofimm to be
circumcised but not Titus. When he was in Jerusdle acted like a
Jew. The false teachers claimed Paul did thisrdepto please
whomever he was with. He was like a good politicad did
whatever would make the people he happened tothéhappy.

13. What evidence does Paul point to in v. 10 to shwat lhe is not
trying to please men but God?

Paul’'s answer in v. 10 to this accusation is to aslether what he has
just said sounds like a person who is trying tangae approval of
men? If he were concerned with whether or noGhkatians
respected him he would not have just said whaalte sYou don’t win
friends and influence people by telling them thélyge to hell unless
they agree with you. People don’t respond wethtise kinds of
ultimatums. The fact that he is confronting thdéaBans in such an
open and aggressive way shows that he is not ttgirsgek their
approval. He is not trying to please men. Thegbes on to say that
it is impossible to be both a servant of Christ amdeek to please
people in the way they are accusing him of doifigou care about
what people think about you, you will not faithyulepresent Christ
and his gospel. You will change the message aétdhyour goal is
to get people to like you because the gospel aosCkroffensive to
every natural man. Telling people they are sinneith no ability to
do good and deserving of nothing but eternal damnas not a
popular message but if you care about what Godckghof you, it is the
message you will preach and believe. This is thesage of Paul and
therefore proves that he is a servant of Christ,aaman-pleaser, in
contrast to the false teachers who tell people taydo things to
gain heaven.

14. How does your life and your words show that youraetrying to
please men but God? What evidence is there inlifethat you are a
servant of Christ?

You should enthusiastically evaluate the content gfour faith
becauseo turn away from the gospel of Christ is to pleasenen,
not God.



