THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S GRACE
UNITES WILDLY DIVERSE PEOPLE
Galatians 2:1-10

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

Brainstorm a list of the criteria that people migke in the U.S. when
looking for a church. Get a phonebook and lookulh the yellow pages
section for churches. Make a list of the vario@soms churches give in
their ads for why people would want to come torticeurch. Why did you
come to this church? Why do you stay?

There are scores of things around which you caarorg and seek to unify a
church. Many churches are unified around certadigqams or certain
models of “doing church”. Other churches are edifaround particular
tasks or causes. Still other churches are unéiednd particular lifestyle
preferences. However, it seems clear that the \Nd whole and the apostle
Paul in particular argues that the church mushtentionally organized
around the gospel of Jesus Christ. The only tttiaycan unify diverse
human beings is the gospel of Jesus. Every |duaich must fight to keep
the law free, God exalting, man humbling, graceivatéd good news of
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection for sinnethatenter of everything that
is done and said in the church. That is the uityvhich we must fight as a
church and as individuals. That is the point oatMRaul says in these ten
verses.

STUDY

1. Review and summarize Paul’s point in chapter leeisily what he says
invv. 8-9, 11-12 & 16-17.

Paul says in vv. 8-9 that the gospel he preachdbddsalatians is the only
true gospel and that if anyone; whether he or emeangel disagreed with
any part of the gospel he preached they would gmteternal hell. Then in
vv. 11-24 he emphasizes that he did not comstiitanyone, especially not
with the original 12 apostles in Jerusalem abowt tlontent of the gospel he
preached. He received the gospel directly fronuggsist as the original
apostles received it directly from Jesus. He ktiey were both preaching
the same gospel because the same Christ had digegospel to them and to

he. In chapter 1 Paul makes clear that the gobpgireached to the
Galatians came from God, not humans and was thegwdpel that could
save people.

2. Asyou read 2:1-2, what appears to contradict laisncin chapter 1?

Paul says that after 14 years of preaching the gbgjfith absolute
confidence that he was preaching the only gospelitawas the same as that
given to the original twelve apostles, that he wenterusalem and
explained his gospel to James, Peter and Johnditié because he wanted
to know if he had run or was running in vain, tojwpose. This sounds as
if he has doubts about what he was preachingounds as if he is checking
in with men to see if he had it right.

3. Why did Paul go to Jerusalem according to 2a?

He says the reason he went to Jerusalem is becdwaseevelation. In other
words, he would never have gone to Jerusalem exttapGod told him to
go. Not only did God tell him to go to Jerusalem e also told him to
explain the gospel he preached to the apostlesrnnsilem. That is exactly
what he did. He went to Jerusalem and he explaiimea private meeting
with James, Peter and John the gospel he was piegth the Gentiles and
the results he was seeing as he preached. (NOE&Rvetht to Jerusalem
with Barnabas and Titus. This journey is recordi@dus in Acts 11:27-30.
It took place after Paul, who at the time was sfillled Saul, his Hebrew
name, had worked with Barnabas for a year in préaglhe gospel in
Antioch where the first non-Jewish, Gentile chunel been formed. We
find out in Acts that the journey had more than pogose. Not only did
God tell Paul to go there to tell the other apostiés gospel but they also
went with a contribution to help the poor in theuoth in Jerusalem.)

4. Compare Philippians 2:16 and 1 Thessalonians 3tb @alatians 2:2. In
light of these other passages what is a more raasoexplanation of what
Paul means by saying “I was afraid | was runningaim?”

In Philippi and Thessalonians his concern is natttiee did not preach the
true gospel but rather he is afraid those who reedithe gospel will not
continue to believe it and live in accord with &dause of persecution or
false teaching or some other temptation. Pauks fe this passage is this:
he knows that if the apostles in Jerusalem are gvizay a gospel that
includes circumcision and the keeping of the JeVaals in addition to
believing in Christ, then it is only a matter ahg until the churches he has



helped to found are destroyed. All the work ofltis¢ 14 years will be vain
if the original apostles are preaching a differgiuspel. He has preached a
gospel that promises acceptance with God and ifahus the church based
upon trust in the living, dying and rising of Chirfieom the dead for every
believing sinner. Therefore, his fear in settihg gospel he preaches before
these apostles is that he will discover that theymeaching Christ plus
something else and thus all his work of preachitayafree gospel and
establishing churches made up of Jew and Gentlldwioverthrown. The
church of Christ will be destroyed if the leadefste church in Jerusalem
are preaching that faith in Christ is not the camah for going to heaven.
His fear is not that he is wrong but that they am®ng and because of who
they are, all of his work of preaching the true pelswill be destroyed.

5. Paul is writing this letter to the Galatians durthg time period recorded
in Acts 14:26-15:2. He is writing when the coneosy over whether or not
Gentiles must become law-keeping Jews in ordeetsdved has erupted in
the church. What does God's sending Paul to Jemdsar this private
conference tell us about God’'s wisdom and God'w/\aéthe unity of the
church?

When Paul went to Jerusalem, as recorded at theoéAdts 11 there was
only one known church that was made up of mostiyJeavish people in
Antioch (Acts 11:19-21). Up to this point, mostrgrone who had trusted
Christ and who were in the church were already ka&ping Jews. But God
knew what was coming and in order to preserve ttity wf the church
around the purity of the gospel he sent Paul tardalem so that he and the
other apostles could settle the matter in privategr to the eruption of the
controversy and thus present a united front infitjet to maintain the unity
of the church around the law free gospel. When Reunt to Jerusalem for
this private interview he was not aware of how gtéea problem was going
to becomebut God did. God was working in ways that the apostles did no
fully appreciate. God wants the church to be uhlig the gospel of Jesus
and so he was working in advance to make surettigathurch was not
perverted and destroyed by a false gospel.

6. What should be the ultimate and foundational reag®foin a church or a
small group or pursue a friendship with anotheri€ian?

Why do you come to church? Why are you involvédisnchurch? The
answer that we all ought to give to those questisiecause | have found
here a place where the man humbling, God honofiigist exalting, law
free gospel of Jesus Christ is kept at the cerfteverything. This is the only

thing that God wants a church to be united aroukée dare not choose our
church, nor be committed to a church for any otteason. A church dare
not seek to organize and unite around any othergthiwhat makes us a
church of Jesus Christ is that we are gatheredttugreas sinners who
deserve to be sent to hell but who have discovése@od’s grace, that God
has poured out his wrath against our sins uporoniy Son. We have
discovered that Jesus Christ did what we will ndaeable to do, he has kept
God’s law perfectly for us so that God can justhyiet us perfectly righteous
with the righteousness of ChristVe are here to grow up into Christ, not to
find support for our particular lifestyle choicast to be with people who
think just like me on social or political issuest because a particular
method of “doing church” is employed, not becaussytplay my kind of
music. We are here to know Christ in all of higisg mercy for sinners like
us. He is the center, nothing else.

7. Honestly, how strong is the motivation in your hi¢ardevelop
relationships with other Christians because theyGirristians and not for
some other reason? How can our common faith itsClhecome a greater
motive for belonging to this church and loving @m®ther?

We must fight to be a church united by the one goghand not by
anything else because God wants a church united ltlye gospel.

8. Notice that Paul stops off telling about the prévatterview with James,
Peter and John at the end of v. 2 and resumeg.itdn Verses 3-5 are an
interruption in his retelling of that visit. Whhappened on that visit that
now causes him to digress from the main storydinthe interview?

While he recounts the story he suddesljembers something that at the
time did not strike him as important but as he egithis letter it dawns on
him what God has done without his awareness. Ta@reek, non-Jewish
believer from the primarily Gentile church in Antfowhere he and
Barnabas have been working is with Paul during thisrview. Paul did not
bring Titus with him on that journey to use as st tease. He was merely a
traveling companion, probably sent as a represévdatf the Antioch church
with the financial gift for the poor in Jerusalerhlowever, God sent Titus
along for a different purpose. He wanted Paul $e the fact that Titus was
not required to be circumcised by the Jerusalenstge as an important
piece of evidence to show that the Jerusalem agmoditl not teach a
different gospel than Paul. The apostles accaptds a brother in Christ
without any question and without urging him to bbreumcised._They treat
him as an equal simply because he has faith ingEhibt because he has




faith in Christand is also living like a Jew!His logic is simple. If the
apostles believed that living like a Jew was neangs®r going to heaven
then why did James, Peter and John treat Titusdikhristian, eat meals
with him which Jews are forbidden to do and nouiegihim to be
circumcised and obey the Jewish traditions?

9. Verse 4 is Paul’'s explanation of why he is bringimgthe example of
Titus and why he is writing this letter. The evhetis referring to in this vv.
4-5 is also recorded in Acts 15:1-2a. Why doed Bading up Titus and write
this letter?

What he is saying in vv. 4-5 is this, “I bring upst example of Titus because
what has happened now is that false brothers, ufalse pretenses, have
slipped in among us in order to spy out our freedioi@hrist and to take us
back into the bondage of sin, death and hell byngpthat human effort is
required to gain heaven. However, when their agdmecame obvious to us
recently in Antioch, we, Barnabas and |, did nateginto them for a moment
so that the sin forgiving, law free, grace expregsjospel might be kept
pure for you and all the other Gentile churche§he time period he is
referring to in vv. 4-5 is not when he was in Jatam for this private

council but the recent debates he and Barnabas bagaged in Antioch

with certain men who have come from the Jerusalamch teaching that
Gentiles must become Jewish to be saved. Paulskiinat/false teachers
have slipped into the church under false pretemcebare seeking to destroy
Christ's church and so he is recounting what hapgeto Titus (or what
didn’t happen to him) and the whole report of mterview with the
Jerusalem apostles to expose the deceitfulnebesé false teachers.

10. Compare v. 4 with Matthew 7:15, Acts 20:29-30, 2i@tbians 11:13-15
& 1 Timothy 4:1-2. What is the danger that therchualways faces? What
do all false teachers share in common?

The church is always threatened by false teachbrsave sent by Satan to
deceive and destroy Christ’s body. False teachatstheir teaching do not
look or sound like false teachers. They look andhd like sheep, like
servants of righteousness, like real pastors adérslin the church. If you
are going to make a counterfeit dollar bill yourajas to make it as close as
you can to the real one. So when false teachatdalae teaching arise in
the church they and their message look and sodatllike the real thing.

No false teacher believes he or she is a falsehtracFalse teachers use the
Bible and talk about Jesus and share many of theessoncerns that true
gospel preachers share. They care about morafity @posing evil. They

want to promote healthy marriages and familieseyltise spiritual
language and talk about loving God and trusting i€far They say they are
preaching the gospel. However, they change thpejds serious ways by
either adding to it or taking away from it or replag the gospel with some
other topic or issue as the central concern ofdherch. All false teaching
is directly prompted by Satan himself. Satan’sl goto destroy the church,
to bring dishonor and disrepute to Christ. It is lyoal to obscure the glory
of Christ’'s work on behalf of sinners and tear tdeirch apart. There are
many ways for Satan to destroy the church and falsehing stands at the
head of his preferred methods.

11. Compare v. 5 with 2 Timothy 2:24-26, 4:1-4, Titu8,1Acts 20:28 & 31.
What is God’s primary antidote to false teachers?

God opposes false teaching through the true tegobirhis apostles, pastors
and teachers. This is why one of the primary cbinastics of elders is that
they know the gospel well and are able to teath dthers. Paul tells this
same Titus whom was eventually the lead pastdreofiurch in Crete that
when he selected elders for the church that arr éidast hold firmly to the
trustworthy message as it has been taught, schthatn encourage others
by sound doctrine and refute those who opposeW!ien the false teachers
showed up in Antioch that is exactly what Paul Bagnabas did. Listen to
how Luke records this same event in Acts 15:1-@nf®& men came down
from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brah&fnless you are
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Mpgeu cannot be saved.
This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp disputd debate with them.”
They refuted those who opposed the gospel of ¢masbowing from the OT
scriptures that salvation can be had only througithfin Christ alone.

There is a place for sharp dispute and debate éncturch. However, that
dispute is to be over the gospel, not about theraafl the carpet.

12. According to Ephesians 4:12-15 who else is to lelired in resisting
false teaching and promoting true teaching?

A well taught congregation teaches itself so thatentire church grows up
into the fullness of Christ, so that false teactdosot lead us astray. It's
not only through the biblical teaching of elderattthe church is protected
from false teaching. It is also through a congriégiain which each
individual and each family is growing in their umg&anding of the gospel.
This letter to the Galatians ought to terrify aflus. Here are a group of
churches that were founded by the apostle Paulyahdshortly after he left
they are in danger of abandoning the law free gbepegreached for the



bondage of legalism and a gospel that requiresl@@d@énce that humans
cannot perform. Doctrine matters. You must beligyour Bibles and you
must be reading books or listening to tapes thetubs the doctrines that are
central to the gospel. Learn the catechism. Yamnot afford to be

ignorant. When you stand before God on the Dajudgment it will do you
know good to tell Jesus that | just did what myt@asaid. You can be
certain that every false teacher will experienceager torture in hell than
those he misled but those who are misled are at¢ablefor being misled.

In the church the best defense is a good offeée are to learn the true
gospel so well that we can spot a false gospella amvay.

13. How well do you know the gospel? What are you ddmlearn it
better?

We must fight to be a church united by the one gogband not by
anything else because Satan is out to destroy thieurch by false
teaching.

14. In vv. 6-10 what do James, Peter, John and Paognéze about each
other?

What happened at this private meeting is that Jafeter and John came to
see firsthand that the same God who was at woitkdm was also at work in
and through Paul. God entrusted both Peter &adl with the same gospel
but to different primary audiences. Peter’s primmaudience was Jewish
and Paul’s primary audience was Gentile. God wasking through Peter
to the Jews and he was working through Paul ta3katiles. The three
Jerusalem apostles, without reservation, acceptad’® apostleship and
gospel as being the same as theirs and embracedsarbrother in Christ
and a fellow worker in the gospel. They recognined they were all on the
same team but with different assignmerithey were all working to the same
end with the same message but in different contdttey recognized the
grace given to each onelames, Peter, John and Paul saw in each other’s
message and motives and ministries the evidendbs gface of God. They
knew that in spite of the differences in methodemg@hases that they were
all the recipients of God’s unmerited favor and wark they were doing was
the work of God, not the work of humans. The pnneidence of their unity
was their common allegiance to the law free gospéthrist. They did not
talk about what man does but about what Christd@se and is doing.

What these four men recognized is that what thageshin common was
infinitely greater than what divided them. Thewg all sinners who deserve
hell but who have been rescued from hell, made sb@®d, promised

eternal life not because of anything they have daridbecause of what Jesus
Christ has done. They have been given their mieisby God and by his
grace and not because of anything in them. Themipride or competition
among them as they rejoice in God’s saving worknid through them as

God himself has determined.

15. When you look at other Christians what is more obsito you, the
ways they are different from you or the grace atl has given to them and
to you? Why is that?

16. What are some ways we can “recognize the graceodf (& each other?
What difference would it make if we did so?

We must fight to be a church united by the one gogband not by
anything else because God gives different peopldfdrent gifts and
ministries to accomplish the same mission.



