THE GOSPEL OF GOD’'S GRACE
KILLS AND MAKES ALIVE
Galatians 2:17-21

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

When do you most often feel like a failure as ai€tlan? What do
you do when you feel like a failure? How would &&lns 2:16 help
you when you feel like a failure as a Christian?

In Galatians 2:16 Paul tells Peter and the church€slatia that no
one is made right with God by any act of obedidoncany law but
rather through faith in Christ. This is incredilgjgod news for those
who know that they can never obey the law perfettigt they will
never live a perfect Christian life because itstel that our acceptance
with God is not dependent upon what we do but wploat Christ has
done for us. However, if we are right with Godvalyat Christ has
done and not because of anything we have donelladayithen what
motive is there for doing right? This is the quasthat Paul is asking
inv. 17.

A. What is it that every law-abiding Jew, like Pawdfd?, Barnabas,
etc. must admit in order to be justified by Godtlgh Christ?

They must admit they are sinners. They must adkdges that all of
their law-keeping is like “filthy rags” before GodThey have done
nothing to please God or to attract his attentidtvery Jew who
places their faith in Christ is saying that regagd$ of all the laws they
have “kept”, they are no different from the Gergilwho do not have
the law. They are no different than the Gentilmfers.”

B. Why is a law-keeping Jew’s having to admit he ssrmer a reason
to ask if Christ promotes sin?

He treats those who are trying to keep the lawstimae as though who
do not care about the law. He is not impresset Waw keeping”

and does not prefer those who seek to keep thargwifferent from
those who completely disregard the law. He isrgtariikely to save
someone who is sexually moral than he is to savesne who
commits adultery. He isn’t more likely to save sone who always
tells the truth than he is to save a habitual li&o isn’t he promoting
sin? Doesn’t the gospel teach men to totally djard the law and
doing right? All you have to do to qualify for fifisation by Christ is
be a sinner.

C. Why does Paul pose this question to Peter ancetohibirches of
Galatia? (See Romans 3:8 & 6:1)

When the gospel of God’s grace through Christésdy taught, then
the charge that the gospel permits people to leass Ifull of sin is
made. Paul raised the question with Peter beciesenew that was
exactly what the “men from James” were saying. at#® knows that
this is one of the main charges being made byalse teachers in
Galatia. This is the sort of charge that the opgts of the gospel
have made throughout the history of the churche dhmarge is made
that the gospel promotes sin because it says thdtdaly justifies the
wicked. What reason can there be to seek to Inghéeous life if I'm
righteous without doing anything but by trustingdhrist to do
everything for me?

What Paul is doing in this passage, after declahagjustification is
based not upon human performance of any law bla¢ratpon faith in
Christ, is showing why it is that Jesus, by frgabktifying sinners, is
not a promoter of sin. He is showing why it istt@ristians live a
new and different life, even though they are notlenaght with God
on the basis of living a new life.

STUDY

1. What is it that every believing Jewish person hestrdyed and that
they might be tempted to rebuild?

Every Jew who believes in Christ has destroyeditheas the means
of being made right with God. Paul renounced agiteousness that
might be gained from keeping the law. Every lavdialy Jew must



acknowledge that their law keeping did nothingriadpthem to God,
to change God’s opinion about them. Just likesaidh 64, every Jew,
every religious person must acknowledge that alhef‘good deeds”
that | have done are filthy rags, unclean and umgtable before God.
My circumcision, my keeping the Sabbath regulatiamstithing, my
giving alms to the poor, my memorizing of the Ofp8aes, my not
committing murder, my obeying my parents, my gtortgmple and
offering of sacrifices, my keeping of vows mad8&dd, all of these
things are polluted and unclean and do not makenyedifferent from
Gentile sinners who do not have the law. Thisarele upon keeping
of the law is what every Jew, every person whossfied by faith in
Christ must destroy.

2. What would it mean to “rebuild” reliance upon “werkf the law?”
How was Peter’s withdrawal from eating with the @es an evidence
of rebuilding reliance upon the law?

What the “men from James”, Peter, Barnabas, theeptlews at
Antioch and the false teachers in Galatia are aiing) is rebuilding
their reliance on the law. Each of these is actisgf God’s
acceptance of them is based upon their keepingedbiv. Peter’s not
eating with Gentiles is the same thing as sayimag dlvedience to the
law is necessary to be accepted by God.

3. What is the only thing that happens when you depgah the law
to be justified, according to the end of v. 18?

He says that when we live as though our keepitigeolfaw is
necessary to be loved by God we don't actually ghgiod’s opinion
of us; we only prove that we are lawbreakers. \gliiat? Because
the only thing the law can do to a sinner is shaw ar her sin. That
is the function of the law. The law was not giteemake you
righteous but to show that you are a sinner (Ron#afh8-20).
Everyone who seeks to be made right with God bagsed obedience
to any law is misusing the law. The law cannotenabu righteous, it
can only show you your sin; prove that you arevaldeeaker.

4. Inv. 19 Paul says it was the law itself that kill@is reliance upon
the law. How does reliance on the law to be magte with God Kkill

reliance on the law? (NOTE: Think about Paul’'svasion and how
his devotion to the law led him to treat Christ &ittistians.)

Saul, the Pharisee was absolutely convinced thatkdaeping was the
means to be made right with God. He was so coauinf this that he
made it his life’s ambition to destroy the followef Christ. His
devotion to the law led him to hate, torture, atrasd murder
Christians. While he was doing this, he was carednthat he was
right, that he was defending God’s honor and preisgy the purity of
God’s law. The OT Scriptures, the law, as far asMas concerned,
confirmed his view and endorsed what he was doing.

However, when the Lord Jesus Christ revealed hinasahe Messiah,
the Son of God, the fulfillment of the OT Scripsurethat burst of
light on the road to Damascus he vividly saw wheahhd been blind
to. He saw that his devotion to the law drove torbreak the law in
horrendous, blasphemous ways. While he prideddiinmskeeping
the law he was breaking the law by murder and ltatré/hile he
prided himself in believing truth he was fightinggénst the One who
was the Truth. While he saw himself as fightingiagt an imposter,
he found that he was the imposter and that he wasbating the
Messiah. He saw, when Jesus was revealed to iémnall of his
“obedience to the law” was offensive to God becatiseas based
upon self-reliance, not Christ reliance. By therkvof the Holy Spirit,
Paul realized that to rely on the law was to oppdssus Christ, the
author and subject of the law. By the enlightenimgk of God’s
Spirit he realized that the law could only condedmm and so, by the
law, he died to the law as the means of being mgtéwith God.

5. Have you died to the law? What might be some dhtariatics of a
person who had not died to the law, even thougi itight claim to
have done so?

Only Jesus is able to make us alive to God becaubse law only
proves I'm a lawbreaker.

6. What does Paul say is true of every Christianithatso true of
Christ at the end of v. 19?



Through my faith in Christ, everything that happem&im, happens to
me. | am in Christ and Christ is in me. | am adito him by faith.
The emphasis here is upon our death with ChristerfEperson who is
united to Christ by faith was in some sense kiben Christ was
killed on the cross and continues to be dead.

7. What does it mean to say “l have been crucifieth @hrist and |
no longer live? In what sense are Christians dét#dChrist? (See
Romans 6:1-14 & 7:1-6.)

First, as this context makes so plain, we were killeg@gards to the
law. We died to the law as an instrument of attajmighteousness
before God. Christ and his sufferings are whatehgre law points
towards. So when Christ dies he fulfills all a tBT commands
regarding the sacrifice of animals, the ordinansasrounding the
priesthood and the temple worship. His deathésahimination or
climax of all the laws regulating how sinners migpproach God
through all the ceremonies, cleanliness laws aratiees of the OT.
However, we died to the law as the means of beademght with
God, not only in its religious rituals but alsoits moral obligations.
Christ obeyed the law for us. He fulfilled the lemour place. When
we died with Christ we died to the obligation tephhe law as the
ground of our justification. Christ's death wascaptable to God as
the payment of our sin because he kept the monal Teherefore,
when we die with Christ we die to the obligatiokkéep the moral
law, the 10 Commandments, in order to be made gt God.
Second, we have died to the power of the law tdexon us. Because
we are united to Christ by faith and have thus baecified with him,
we cannot die again. The law demands that weadibreaking it.
Every breaking of God'’s law demands the death pen&hrist died
for us and we died with Christ therefore we cartvekilled again.
There is no double jeopardy in God’s court. Yoorg# be punished
for the same sins twice. You and your sins wengsped in the death
of Christ; therefore we cannot be punished for ¢hesme sins again.
Third, we have died to sioy being crucified with Christ. We don’t
have the time to work out the entire relationshgpween sin and the
law. Paul spends almost two chapters doing th®®omans. See
Romans 6:6-7 & 11-12. We remain dead to sin’s pdeeause we
were crucified with Christ. Sin is no longer ouaster because dead

slaves do not obey their masters any longer. Wieotlbiave to obey
sin’s commands. The “I” that seeks to obey theilawrder to be
made right with God; the “I” that is condemned Inetlaw for
breaking it; the “I” that is a slave to sin’s commds—this is the “I”
that is now dead.

8. The two phrases, “Christ lives in me” and “I live faith in the Son
of God” are two ways of describing the present expee (“The life |
now live in the flesh”) of the Christian. What doémean to say |
live by faith in the Son of God?

Being a Christian is no different than being a ronristian except for
the object of your faith, what you trust in. Evarg lives by faith all
the time. Every act of every human being is daweraing to what
you believe you must have to be happy. The regmoitook at
pornography is because you believe looking at pgraphy will make
you happy. The reason you yell at your kids isbse you believe
obedient children are necessary for your happirsssyou are going
to make them pay for not making you happy. Theés@dm trusts in
Jesus Christ who loved us and gave himself forQgsthen, faith in
Christ is believing that we are going to heavendwse of what Christ
did, not because of what we do dmlieving that going to heaven is
the best thing that could ever happen to a persidmerefore, we love
to love others, to renounce anger and bitternessrasentment. We
delight to reject lust and the fruits of it: pormaghy and
homosexuality and premarital sexual contact andtadyt We love to
tell the truth. We are generous with our time amshey and self-
controlled in our eating and drinking and spendinge don’t
complain and argue but are grateful to God and aepepon him to
provide for us all that we need. We are not prdud,humble. We
live by faith in Christ. We believe we are goiadieaven and so we
live like we are going to heaven. We are takewitlp all that God
has given us in Christ and will give us in Chrig€hrist himself is our
life. We trust that every good thing comes toyysalith and through
Jesus Christ and so we live upon him.

9. What are some ways you are experiencing being déhdChrist
and Christ living in you?



Only Jesus is able to make us alive to God becauséwho trust
Christ are dead and therefore alive.

10. According to the last clause of v. 20, why doesl Rast Christ
and why does his faith in Christ make such a pnododifference?

“Christ loved me,” Paul says “and he gave himseif ine.” | hope
you hear the wonder in Paul’'s voice. “l was a lpghemer, a
persecutor and a violent man” but Christ loved nmel gave himself
for me. Even when | was an enemy of God, a siacéng as though
| were righteous by my own law-keeping while vithjedisobeying
that law, even then Christ loved me and his loverfe, moved him to
hand himself over to the torturers for me. Chdist not give himself
for Paul or for any Christian because he saw soraghwhile thing in
Paul or us. Christ did not die for us because wee\aluable or
because we are worth loving. It is a lie when modkeerapeutic
preachers say that the proof of our value is that@ave his Son for
us. _Christ loving me and giving himself for mesinet show how
great | am, it shows how great he ide loves a sinner like me and he
suffers and dies for a sinner like me. He diesabse he chooses to
love us in spite of who are, not because of whanee

11. Can you say, “Christ loved me and gave himselfhfe?” Why or
why not? How does knowing this impact your life?

12. Paul immediately says, “I do not set aside theeyaddsod...”
What are some ways that people can set aside dloe gf God?

There are two ways that you can set aside the gghGod. First, you
can say that the reason God loves you is becausenoéthing you
have done or decided. You nullify the unmeritex &ind sovereign
grace of God when you say that Christ loved yougak himself for
you because of who you are or what you have dodeaded.
Second, you set aside the grace of God when y®inli&nd love the
pleasures of sin even while you claim to be forgiwe Christ. Itis
only the gospel of Jesus Christ that does notfguBiod’s grace
because it teaches that we are accepted and gteenat life not
because of us but because of Christ. It teaclasathwho are united
by faith to Christ now live a new life by theirtfain Christ.

13. What is the “righteousness” that Paul is speaking g. 217?

The “righteousness” that Paul is speaking of hex@iimarily that
perfect righteousness that you must have to bepteddy God. Only
perfectly righteous people can live with God. BIsb it refers to the
fact that only people who have been made righteguSsod can then
beginto live a life of righteousness.

14. Why is it true that if “righteousness comes by [the, then Christ
died for nothing?”

There can only be one way of being made righte&ither you are
made righteous by your own efforts, by your owrdahee to the law
or you are made righteous by the work of Christhisylife and death.
If you are made righteous by the law, that is, bgyng the law, then
Christ died for nothing. If, however, you are maidgteous by the
death of Christ, then the law, that is obediencth&law, has nothing
to do with your righteousness. Either the law hagpower or Christ
has no power.There is no value in the death of Christ if ipassible
for men to do something to attain right standinghvéod or for men
to live righteously without him.

15. What are some ways you tend to “set aside the grfaGed?”

16. Upon what are you basing your hope for eterna? lifdow do you
know?

Only Jesus is able to make us alive to God becaube grace of
God is only released in the crucified Christ.



