THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S GRACE
IS RECEIVED BY FAITH ALONE
Galatians 3:1-9

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

How would your characterize the emotion that Paugxpressing at
the beginning of Galatians 3:1? Have you ever gpd& anyone with
this kind of language and emotion? When would tabkilike this?

In this opening statement we detect Paul’s zeahietruth of the
gospel and his compassion for these people. Bawdltibeing spiteful
or insulting them because he is feeling rejectethbyn. Rather, it is
out of his fatherly zeal for their well-being tha so strongly and
sternly reprimands them. His strong language ia bat of his
passion for the glory of Christ and for their esdwell-being. What
Paul aims to do in these nine verses is to shom thiky their
embracing the message that they must obey the hawder to be
right with God is so illogical. They know bettéan this and he is out
to prove to them that they are fools to believe @dbsave them
based upon what they do. He aims to prove to thetGod does not
give anyone any of the benefits of salvation bagewh how they live
their lives but on the basis of their faith in Gitri

STUDY

1. How does the fact that he spent his time with tipeeaching that
Jesus was crucified prove they are foolish and tobved? (Compare
with 2:21)

What Paul did in his preaching was to show thatdheified Christ is
the only Savior of sinners. Paul says that heeserything in his
power to portray the death of Jesus Christ as tiffdlinent of the law
and the only hope of salvation. The point of rehmg them that the
crucified Christ is the heart of his message isdose of what he said
in 2:21. If right standing with God is gained blyealience to the law

then why in the world did Jesus Christ die? AmaljiRvould say, you
know that he died because his death was the sulifjecy preaching
to you. | painted the picture of his death by meaphing as clearly as
is humanly possible because righteousness cannu by law
keeping but only by Christ’s death. If law-keepswhat saves you
then that is what | would have talked about butdhtt talk about the
law or law-keeping because it is Christ’s deatht imakes us
righteous, not obeying the law of Moses.

2. What are the Galatians preoccupied with? What &aes think
they ought to be preoccupied with?

The Galatians were busy thinking about the Law o§&4, their need
to be circumcised, the kinds of food they ougleiato who they could
associate with and how they were going to keepritial law, etc.
Paul tells them they are foolish when he was sardleshowing them
that the cross of Christ was to be the center eifr thttention. _They
are not to be preoccupied with what they are ddingwith what
Christ has done for them by his substitutionarytdea

3. What occupies your attention? What do you spenckrime
thinking about, what you are doing or what Chriss$ hone?

All the benefits of God’s salvation are given to tbse who believe
without any regard to how they live because Christlied to secure
these benefits for believers only.

4. Compare 3:2 with 2:16. What is always true of gy@rson whom
God justifies (declares not guilty but perfectighieous)?

Every person who is justified, that is declared guaitty but perfectly
righteous by faith in Christ also has received @y Spirit in all of
his fullness. Those who would teach that the gieinthe Holy Spirit
is something separate from justification are shawhe false teachers
by this text. There is only one kind of Christitog justified, Spirit
baptized kind. We know that because in v. 2 he exactly the same
language as he used back in 2:16. We are nofigstoy observing
the law but by faith in Christ and so here we reeghe Holy Spirit,



not by observing the law but by believing what wart, Christ died
for us. At the moment we are justified, we rectieeHoly Spirit.

5. Read Acts 10:43-48. Did the Gentile Cornelius hisdGentile
household receive the Holy Spirit because theyestaybeying the law
or because they believed the message of Peter?

Cornelius and his household received forgivenessnafand the Holy
Spirit by faith, not by law keeping. This is tlaene thing that Paul
says happened to the Galatian Christians. Theegfahy in the world
would they go back to law keeping when the comirtigeoHoly Spirit
into their lives was not because of law keeping.

6. According to John 14:16-27 & Romans 8:9-16 whatsame of the
things that are true for all who have “received tholy Spirit?

Jesus has come to live within us by his Spiritd @e Father is living
in us by the Spirit. We are receiving the trutlvatJesus and all he
has done for us by the work of the Spirit. Weixecthe peace of
Jesus by his Spirit. The presence of the Spiptasf positive that we
belong to Jesus. Our spirit is alive because eflifie-giving Spirit
who lives within us. We know that the Spirit waike our bodies from
the dead. We are putting to death the deeds diddg by the Spirit.
We are led by the Spirit. We are not slaves tolfeafull of
confidence that we are God'’s children and therefwaee nothing to
fear.

7. According to v. 3 what shows the foolishness of@aatians?
(Literal translation of v. 3 is this: “Are you sodlish? Having begun
by means of the Spirit are you now being brougluoimpletion by
means of the flesh (that is, your natural abilityobey the law)?)

They began their Christian life by the work of Hhay Spirit. By
believing that they must keep the law in additmirasting Christ they
are acting as though their living as Christians aethaining
Christians is dependent upon their ability to kéeglaw, not upon the
Holy Spirit's enabling power. Paul is using thereaargument here
that Jesus used with Nicodemus in John 3 whenlthdito that only
those born again by the Spirit of God would enter kingdom of

heaven. He said, that “flesh (human effort) giketh to flesh (that
which is merely human) but that the “Spirit (workregeneration that
makes dead men alive, see Titus 3:1-6, John 16;:&{t5 gives birth
to Spirit (God'’s divine, eternal life dwelling with a new heart in the
language of Ezekiel 36). The main point of Pathis: since you did
nothing to give yourself spiritual life in the firglace, it was entirely a
work of sovereign grace by the Holy Spirit, whakesyou think that
you are going to be able to live this divine, suyaguaral life by human
effort which is what the law is entirely based updhaul is saying
that it is not only justification that is entireywork of grace apart
from human effort but that sanctification is erliyra work of grace,
though in a different way, not in declaring rightesdbut enabling us to
progressively live righteous.

8. How are you attempting to live the Christian lif§?hich occupies
your attention more: keeping rules or growing imiytrust in, love for
and delight with Jesus Christ? See 2 Cor 3:16-18.

9. According to v. 5 what shows the foolishness of@aatians?
(Compare with 1 Cor. 12:4-11 and 1 Peter 4:9-11)

The_thirdthing Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit does éwery
believer but not for those who are seeking to dbeyaw is he
enables us to serve the body of Christ by givingisigifts. God
supplies us with the Holy Spirit and thus with dagire miracle
working capability. These powerful works of thdyH8pirit are the
gifts he distributes throughout his body for thenifestation of his
presence to his people by our serving of one anothiee Holy Spirit
gives us the power and the will to work for thedjobothers in a vast
variety of ways. He does this only for those whsttin Christ, not for
those who depend on the keeping of the law to lge mght with God.

10. What tends to happen to the fellowship of churchkiesn the
focus is upon keeping rules rather than upon sgreme another in
love in accord with the gifts the Spirit has given?

If keeping the law is what you are focused upon #fw spend your
time judging the performance of others rather thhamg the gifts of
the Holy Spirit to serve the needs of others. kaeping divides



people from one another while the Holy Spirit usipeople around
the crucified Christ. The Holy Spirit motivatesdaanables loving
service while law-keeping promotes a self-righteess and
dissension.

11. What occupies your attention more, how other Clarnstare
doing in living like Christians or how you can serand help other
Christians know and love Christ more?

12. According to v. 4 what shows the foolishness of@aatians?
How is this related to the surrounding commentaryhe work of the
Holy Spirit (see John 15:18-21, 26-27 & Acts 1:8,8421)?

In John 15 Jesus says that the non-Christian watldhate us
because it hated him and we love him. How doewdnkl know that
we trust and love Jesus Christ? Well, when they I3qlirit glorifies
Christ to us and we discover him as our gloriousi®aand Lord we
cannot help but let others know about him. Asdésld the disciples
in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when thel}dSpirit comes
upon you and you will be my witnesses...” As we héaess to
Christ by our lives and words, while some beliewe m@in us in
worshipping Christ, many will hate us and causeausuffer. This is
what happened to the Galatian Christians at theinwersion.

Now Paul’s question to them is simply this: Wheum gioandon faith in
Christ and embrace law-keeping, then you are trepéill of your
suffering for the name of Christ at the beginnihgaur Christian life
as if it were a waste of time. It's like what wewd say to the college
student who tells us in the second semester afd@mior year that
they are going to drop out of school, “What, youyang to waste all
that work and time and money? How can you treahat suffering
as if it was for no purpose? How can you quit wiiea have already
given up so much to get this far?” That is whatiPa saying to the
Galatians. How can you throw away all that you éaéost because of
your bold witness for Christ enabled by the Holyi&p Keep going

in the Spirit so that you can receive the rewamwhich you endured
the loss of so much.

13. What are some of the pleasures you have “lost”’dnolning a
Christian and some of the suffering you have “gdifie

All the benefits of God’s salvation are given to tbse who believe
without any regard to how they live because the HyglSpirit is
given to apply these benefits to believers only.

14. What is the right answer to the question Paul asks5?

God supplies the Holy Spirit and works miracles aghas because we
believe the gospel, not because we obey the law.

15. Verse 6 literally says, “Even #&3ust as) Abraham believed God
and it was credited to him as righteousness.” hatwvay is the Holy
Spirit’s being given to Christians and Abraham eileclared
righteous the same thing?

Their believing the gospel and thus receiving tloéyHepirit is exactly
the same as when Abraham believed God’s promiSeiresis 15 that
he, a childless, 80 year old man with a barreny&ar old wife was
going to have as many descendants as the staesawven and on the
basis of his faith, apart from any works, God cednhim as
righteous. God declared Abraham righteous, notlose he did
anything but because he believed God’s promisés i$hhe same
thing God does when he gives the Holy Spirit aschiiracle working
power to Christians on the basis of their faitiGhrist, not because
they have done something or obeyed some law.

16. Why does Paul bring up Abraham and what God tdiissAam in
Genesis 15:6? (HINT: The false teachers in Gatagaelling the
Gentiles they must be circumcised to be part of &fainily and God
commanded Abraham and thus all Jews to circumdisiessr male
children at 8 days old in Genesis 17.)

Since Genesis 17 every male descendant of Abrahaibden
circumcised in obedience to God’'s command to doT$wrefore, it is
the argument of the false teachers that if a Gentdhnts to share in
the blessings that God has promised to Abrahamh@descendants
then he must be circumcised. If you want the sialvahat God has



promised to the Jews then become like a Jew by logicumcised.
However, Paul goes back befde®d’'s command to Abraham to
circumcise all the males in his household in Gen&gito what God
said to Abraham in Genesis 15. Thus, it was motoicision that
made Abraham righteous but rather his trust in Ggafomise.
Therefore when the false teachers are telling yooet circumcised or
God won't accept you, then they are denying what &uod to
Abraham in Gen. 15:6, righteousness is given orb#sés of faith, not
circumcision.

17. According to vv. 7-10 who are the people who aeedéscendants
of Abraham? Why would this be shocking thing tpsa

He says that those who believe God’s promise Atk@ham believed
God'’s promise, are Abraham’s true sons and daughtéris not those
who are physically circumcised or racially desceshf®em Abraham
or who obey the law of Moses who are his childr&his is exactly the
opposite of what the false teachers have beendeliem. They have
been saying that if a Gentile wants to inheritta# blessings promised
to Abraham, then they must be circumcised and #eelaws God
gave to Abraham’s children through Moses. Thaty Wwe commands
them at the beginning of v. 7 to “understand” tloaly those who trust
in the promise of God, like Abraham, are the sams @aughters of
Abraham.

You might be saying, well who cares if | am a cbhfldbraham?
Verses 9-10 tell us why it is that we should cdnetiver or not we are
descendants of Abraham. Paul goes back to Geb2sts the
beginning of the Jewish nation when God chose anwdrshipping
Aramean, named Abram. He promised this man, withoy
condition or stipulation that he was going to mé&lka into a great
nation and that, as Paul quotes here, “In him arthvaim all the
nations of the earth will be blessed.” Genesisllisla description of
the chaos that has come into the world as a reduiuman sin and of
God'’s graciously continuing to sustain human beimgspite of sin.
Genesis 12:1-3 is the turning point in the stoHere we discover God
beginning his plan to bring his people back to lalfjsnto a state of
blessing, back to the Garden of Eden. Abrahandstas the
representative of those God redeems. He declhegsttis through

Abraham and his descendants that God’s salvatiticaine to all the
peoples of the world. _This promise of blessingvith and through
Abraham is the promise of the coming of Christ@sRedeemer of
God'’s people and the promise that redemption wlbiven to those
who believe, like Abrahanilhe only people who belong to the people
of God, the only people who are going to returthi® renewed
Garden of Eden, the new heavens and the new eatthase who
believe God’s promise, like Abraham did. In Gend&i:3 the
Scriptures are declaring the means by which botissJand Gentiles
will be included in the people of God. Jews andt{es are included
in the company of those going to heaven by théh fa Christ, not
because they have done something. These anddalibeseare
declared not guilty but perfectly righteous, jukelAbraham, the man
of faith.

18. Are you a “child of Abraham?” How do you know? ¥ilare
some of the benefits (blessings) that you possesause you are a
child of Abraham? (See 2 Corinthians 1:20)

All the benefits of God’s salvation are given to tbse who believe
without any regard to how they live because God thEather
promised these benefits to believers only.



