THE GOSPEL OF GOD’'S GRACE
IS A PERMANENT PROMISE
Galatians 3:15-18

Please review this week’s catechism question.
INTRODUCTION

Describe a time that your present experience wakemanot more
pleasant, at least endurable by the promise obd gobetter future.

Our present security and happiness depends inhaggsure on the
certainty of the promise we have of a good futuiée are much
more peaceful, happy people in the predane are certain to
receive a great good in the future. Our presexté sif contentment
then depends in part upon two things: First, isftitere promised to
me good? Second, is it guarantegd®d has promised us, in Christ,
enormous benefits, some of which we begin to egeped now but
most of which will be fully experienced when Christurns and we
receive our glorified bodies and go to live witlmhin the new
heavens and the new earth. The good that God gesrs infinitely
superior to any good that you can possibly imagifiee point Paul
seeks to make in these four verses is that thisrene good, God’s
salvation, is a certainty because it is based @pmgtis promise and
upon nothing else.

STUDY

1. In light of the tone of Paul’s letter (1:6-9, 3:1p to this point,
what does the use of the term, “brothers” commuaitaWhat
should we learn from this?

There have not been many hopeful words in thisrlédtthis point.
However, v. 15 begins with a word of hope. Pailsdhe members
of the churches in Galatia “brothers.” He wouldteall the false
teachers “brothers.” He calls them false brotheagents of the
devil and destined for hell. However, he treatsrcipients of this

letter as Christians even though they are in maaysabehaving and
believing as non-Christians. He shows by this hh@are to be slow
to condemn those who suffer from ignorance of @angruth or
appear to embrace false teaching while professingget Christians.
We are to patiently and gently but firmly instracid correct those
who do not understand or embrace true doctrinehat they may be
secure in Christ. We are out to help one anotludd fast to the true
Christ so that our faith is not vain or useless.

2. What is the point of v. 15?

The argument Paul makes in v. 15 is this. Youral that legal
human contracts, once they are put in force bygaature or some
other form of agreement cannot be invalidated ateatito. When
you and the landlord sign the year lease with & ar$400/month
you can’t unilaterally decide to pay $300 per monite landlord
cannot come into your apartment while you are atkvand remove
all your furniture and put it in another apartmen@nce the lease is
in force as a contract you both must act in acowitth it. We, as
human beings keep the contracts we make and doyrtotchange
them because we know you can’t change contraces ey are in
force.

3. Why does Paul bring up how human contracts aréeies this
point? What is the implied criticism/comparisonifienaking?

The implied question here is this: if you know thatan contracts
can’t be changed then how is it you think you daenge God’s
contract? God made a unilateral covenant with Abraham, a
guaranteed contract. Just like human contractsj’&contract
cannot be altered. Therefore, Paul wants to know  is that they
respect human contracts but refuse to honor théraonthat God
made with Abraham and his seed. As John Calvig, Syis highly
disgraceful and base that the testimony of God Ishioave less
weight with us than that of a mortal man.” Howitighat you respect
human contracts but ignore the covenant of God?




4. What are some other ways that we show a prefefenteiman
beings, which we don’t show to God?

What Paul does here is show how much we are witxause. We
know how to respect human contracts and yet we caspect the
contract made by the king of the universe who gigesvery breath
we take and who gave Christ for our sins and raisiedfrom the
dead. Our problem isn’t that we don’t know howirtest or love or
submit. Our problem is that we are more eagerusttwhat is
untrustworthy rather than the only faithful God.e\& e more willing
to love infinitely inferior persons and things thia®@ most beautiful
and gracious of all beings. We are more securaibmnstting to
foolish people than we are to the wisest beindgpénuniverse. If you
respect and live in accord with human contractsitivny won’t you
respect God’s contract? If you know how to truminjinsurance
company, then why won'’t you trust Christ? If yoow how to
respect police officers and employers and pardrgs tvhy won't
you respect the king of the universe?

God’s salvation is given as a permanent promise thefore it is
wrong to alter it.

5. What does Paul say is true about every promisertzaute to
Abraham and to his offspring as recorded in theklmfdGenesis?

Every promise God made to Abraham and his offspsragtually
made to Christ, who is the “Seed” of Abraham. o, Christ is
the executor of the unilateral contract that Goddmavith Abraham.
He is the fulfillment of and the one who fulfillstae promises God
made to Abraham.

6. Review these promises made to Abraham, Isaac @oth Jathe
book of Genesis. Based on what Paul says in \hd,are we to
understand these promises?

* Gen. 12:AWhen God says, “to your seed | will give this |drg
is talking about giving not merely the land of Candut the
whole earth to Christ. Note the references in Gé&116 and

others to God telling the patriarchs to look norslouth, east and
west and all the land in each direction will belaagthem.

* Gen. 13:16Nhen God promises to make Abraham’s seed as
numerous as the stars of the heavens and the $ahd seashore
and the dust of the earth he is talking about tiikams of
Christians who will come from Christ’s death andugection.

* Gen. 17:6-8Vhen God says that kings and nations will come
from Abraham’s body he is talking about Christ kiveg and that
new “nation”, the church, made up of people frorhrations of
the world.

* Gen. 22:17When he promises that his seed will possess tles gat

of his enemies he is talking about Christ’s conaggin and
putting all of his enemies under his feet.

* Gen. 22:18When God tells Abraham “in your seed all the
nations of the earth will be blessed,” that seeavtiom God is
referring is Christ. God was telling Abraham prepically that
all the nations of the world would be blessed imi§hthat is,
that some people from all the nations of the warltibe saved
by Christ

7. What is the basis of Paul’s claim that all the pis®a made to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ultimately promises nmdad about
Christ?

The logic Paul uses is this. Every single tim&anesis when the
offspring of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are mentiahedwvord that
is used is the singular noun “seed.” Paul says @oésn't refer to
“seeds, as to many people, but to seed, as to ersmp, who is
Christ.”

8. On the surface, what appears to be the problemPuath’s logic?



The problem with Paul’s logic is that it complet&ynores what the
word “seed” means in the contexts within Genedike word “seed”
is a collective, singular noun. When the farmédstieis son, “Go get
the seed and put it into the corn planter so | piamt the back

forty,” he isn’t telling his son to get one sedde is telling him to get
the bushels of seed corn in the truck. It is claahe original

context that “seed” does refer to many, not to josé. So is Paul
just making the OT say whatever he wants it to sis?e ignoring

all the rules of interpretation and acting like ttext means whatever
he wants it to mean?

9. John Calvin in his commentary gives the most reaisien
explanation to what Paul is actually doing. Coreghe promise
given in Genesis 12:7 with Genesis 21:8-12 & 25:156 all of
Abraham'’s “seed” inherit the promise of the lan(&ee also Genesis
3:15 where “the seed of the woman” is the one witlocvuish

Satan’s head and also Romans 9:6-13.)

In Genesis 12:7 God says to Abram, “to your seetllgive this
land.” However, in Genesis 17 and 21 God makeardleat
Ishmael, one of Abram’s “seeds” is not going toenhany portion
of the land. And in Genesis 25, his 12 sons bgdasnd wife,
Keturah, are given no portion of the land of Cana&m other words,
the promise does not apply to every descendanbraiid, but only to

the chosen seed, the elect sdésnac has two sons, Esau and Jacob.

Are both of them recipients of the promise mad&i@aham? No,
only Jacob receives the blessing and only Jacalris snherit the
land. The point is that not all the ‘seeds’ of alam inherit the
promise but only, in every case, the chosen ‘sedéfiat Paul is
arguing is that there is no way that the seed abAam can
ultimately refer to multiple people because alhsf descendants are
in need of salvation, not the source of salvatextept for that one
Seed who perfectly fulfills all the requirementsl &ore the curse
and is able to save all who come to God through Hithink there is
a further connection between Abraham’s seed andsined of the
woman” in Genesis 3:15 whom God says will crushhitbad of
Satan. Itis the expectation throughout the er@ifiethat there is
going to be one descendant of Abraham, Isaac, Jakatah, David

who will be the Messiah and who will be the ontuttll and

complete all the promises God made to Abraham reTiseno place
in the OT where the promise is given on the badmiman descent
or performance but always on the basis of divingaor election.

10. If the divine promise is made to Christ, then wisahe only
way for us to be recipients of that promise?

If the unilateral promises God made to Abraham hisdseed are
only fulfilled in and with Christ, then the onlyegiion that you must
answer is, am | in Christ? Am | a party to the ttaot God made
with Abraham by being united to the descendanto@i#am, Jesus
Christ, to whom all the promises are made?

God's salvation is given as a permanent promise thefore Christ
is the only one who can execute the contract andipromises.

11. According to vv. 17-18, what is the relationshiglod law of
Moses, given at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19ff.) to the @oant God made
with Abraham and his Seed? Why is this the retstiip?

What Paul says next is show that whatever migth&@urpose of
God in giving all the laws and decrees to Mosedpés not affect the
promise made to Abraham. He says the law was di86ryears
after the promise was given to Abraham. (NOTE:|Rats that
number from Exodus 12:40-41, “Now the length oktiime Israelites
lived in Egypt was 430 years. Atthe end of theykars, to the very
day, all the Lord’s divisions left Egypt.” By ugithat number he is
telling us that when he says the promise made tah@&m, he is
actually thinking about all the promises made toaklam, Isaac,
Jacob and his sons as they are contained in th& bb&Genesis (The
total time from the first promise given to AbrahemGenesis 12

until the law of Moses is approximately 650 yeatde is doing what
the OT does all the time when it refers to an erfamily by

referring to the head of that family.) So all fr@mises made to
Abraham and his seed, as recorded in Genesis, made 430 years
prior to God giving the 10 commandments and themenial laws
and the civil laws to Moses at Mt. Sinai. Beca@sel made a



covenant with Abraham by a promise then whatevayqae God
had for giving the law to Moses it cannot alter firemise God
freely gave to Abraham and his seed by his grdcest like you
cannot change a human contract once it is in fosoeyou cannot
alter God’s covenant, made by promise, by grackti@ham. Don't
miss this point. God has a purpose in giving thedmmandments
and the temple regulations and the civil law cauléstael. Paul is
going to tell us what that purpose is in vv. 19-20wever, whatever
the reason for the law, it cannot be given so ffeiple obey it in
order to get the blessing promised to Abraham bsedhe blessing
is based on a gracious promise without any refezdnduman
obedience.

He says in v. 18 that if the inheritance dependmupw, then it
cannotdepend upon a promise. Promise making and lawikge
are mutually exclusive. You can read the entirekbaf Genesis and
you will not find one condition upon any promisatt®od makes to
Abraham and his seed. God merely, out of his avad gpleasure
and without requiring anything of Abraham, Isaaacdb or his
sons, promises to give them the land, make thenaigteat nation,
be with them, guard them, curse their enemies,iphuthem and
bless all the nations of the world through thermhaiitt their doing
anything. On the other hand the Law of Moses pgemthings to the
Israelites_ifthey will obey the commands of God. Paul is gaiin
vv. 17-18 that whatever the reason for the Law o§&4, it cannot be
for the purpose of eliminating the promise God miad&braham

and his Seed. The promise made is based entpely God’s
graciousness, his free and sovereign decisionpbhis good
pleasure, not based upon anything in any humangbe@od gave
the promises to Abraham and his seed without raggiany
compensation from him. The contract he made didiepend upon
Abraham fulfilling any duties or obligations. Hesraly believed
God would do what he promised to.do

12. What does this fact mean to us? What differengbit to

make to us that salvation is based upon unconditigmacious

promises God made to Christ and not upon our ohedito any
laws?

We do not work to earn the promise but we belieae®od is going
to give us all that he promises to Christ by ourdséng that
promise, not by our doing anything. This is tahbe security and
our peace. If the inheritance depends upon ourleeping, our
obedience, then we can have no peace and no sebedause we
can never know if we’ve done enough. We are alwayfonted by
the fact we have not done enough. However, thezitaince is ours
by God’s permanent promise. He made a promiseéhanthnnot go
back on his word and so our future is guarante@ad’s promise to
justify you, give you his Spirit, resurrect youtba last day, give you
an eternal home in heaven is not a conditional psento you in
Christ. Itis permanent, secure and cannot berattdy your
obedience or disobedience to God’s Law because3ad’ was
given 430 years after he made a covenant with Abraand
therefore that law cannot have any impact on thiatrpse. This is
not some abstract, theological doctrine, which oéfer no practical
help. I don’t think | could tell you anything mgueactical than this.

13. What are some ways this promise affects your joyry
motivation to love others and your hope in the madgrouble?

God’s salvation is given as a permanent promise thefore the
contract to give salvation to Abraham and his seeis$ by grace
and not by the law



