HOLY HELP FOR THE HOPELESS
WHO FINISH IN FAITH
Hebr ews 10: 32-39

Please review this week’s catechism question.
Did you meet anyone new after Sunday worship?
INTRODUCTION

What are some hobbies, interests, activities the¢ avere very
important to you, in which you invested quantitdégime, thought,
money, etc., but which now are of no or little netgt? Why did you
lose interest?

As you evaluate your own spiritual history doeseiém to you that
you were more interested in Christ in the pashat you are more
interested in him and his salvation now than atsginning? Why do
you think that is?

Most who have been Christians for any length oétimill speak with
fondness of those early days right after their eosion when knowing
Christ and being with his people and talking withess about Christ
were pursued with genuine eagerness and joy. duhény, now the
flame has grown dim and the activities of the Glaislife are
attended to in a perfunctory way at best. Wh#t ise done? How do
we recover and/or maintain an enthusiastic pucsutthrist to the end
of our days? This is one of the central questtbasthis letter to the
Hebrews is out to answer. In our passage this imgithe author is
directly addressing the necessity of perseverirtacend of your life
in faith.

STUDY

1. Inv. 32 what does he want the recipients of Hiet¢o remember?

He wants them to remember what it was like in taessdmmediately
following their conversion to Christ, when theirdnes were
enlightened (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:6).

2. Inv. 32 what does he say characterized them?

They endured a great contest of suffering (Thikaditeral
translation. NIV= “you stood your ground in a greeontest in the
face of suffering.”)

3. The Greek word “contest” is the word from which get “athlete,
athletic’. How is an “athletic contest” an aptdtration of the
Christian life? See Hebrews 12:1-2, 1 Corinthiqil-27, 2 Timothy
2:5, 4:6-8.

In an athletic contest the competitor disciplingaself or herself to
train and then to compete according to the rulele or she does this
because they believe that winning the race, gettieg'crown” is
worth the effort. The contest has a beginning fpaimd an ending
point, just like the Christian life.

4. What does it mean to say that the Christian life ggeat contest of
sufferings? Compare Luke 9:23-26, Matthew 10:26,32-39, Acts
14:22, Romans 8:16-18.

If you ran a marathon someone might say to you gonglike this,
“You endured a great contest of 26.2 miles.” ltiyammpeted in the
decathlon in track and field someone might say,u"éndured a great
contest of ten events.” The idea is that the ingethe miles run or
the events competed in. So in this phrase thergwgt are the
contest._When God made his light shine in yourtheasigned you
up for an athletic contest that consists of a Mgrigf sufferings, which
you have to endure in order to successfully fitighrace. The
sufferings come as a result of being a Christiamirlg other
Christians and simply living in a fallen world. Ywin the race by not
quitting. You win the wrestling match by overcayrime sufferings.
You lose by being overcome by the sufferings amgldhbitting.




5. In the case of these Christians what kinds of suifedid they
endure in the first days following their converstosee vv. 33-34.

Verses 33-34 are a carefully constructed stateroensisting of four
clauses. The first and the fourth clause are synwus and the
second and third are also. The first and fourtealde suffering that
happened to them whereas the second and thirdibesteir
response to the suffering of others. The first faoeth clauses tell us
that they were verbally insulted and assaultedeylere beaten and
thrown into prison with all the horrors that werlbag with prison in
those ancient days. They had their property tdkam them and/or
destroyed. Then in the middle two clauses weddethey were
partners with those who were treated like thiseyrhad compassion
on those who were thrown into prison. In otherd#&mhen their
Christian brothers and sisters were being assaudiéaer verbally or
physically they came to their aid and sought tothetr body between
their friends and their persecutors. When thdiofe Christians were
unjustly accused and thrown into prison they pmtigid for their
release. They went into the prisons to providel fmod medical aid
and spiritual comfort. They openly identified witlose in prison thus
putting themselves directly in the line of firglodse who had
imprisoned their friends. When people attackedotioperty of their
friends they went to defend it and recover it &ntlwas all taken they
used their own property to replace what was tak€ney shared their
resources with their brothers and sisters.

6. Why were they mistreated in this way? This is igiplnot
explicit.

They were persecuted because they were Christizhghey refused
to renounce Christ. They also suffered becausieenf love for their
fellow Christians. All of their suffering was digetheir commitment
to Christ and to his people.

7. How did they endure this suffering and why did tleeglure it in
this way?

In v. 34 they joyfully acceptete confiscation of their property. In
other words this endurance was not some detachedrance or a

begrudging endurance. Rather they were full ofbyle in the midst
of this great contest with sufferings. They watkedf joy because they
knew that they had better and abiding possessiblese were men
and women who were not intimidated by the risklehiifying
themselves as Christians and they were not destrioy¢he loss of
everything because they knew that what Christ fzadegl for them by
his sacrifice was better and more permanent thamlking that
humans normally hold dear. They are like people héve their car
stolen out of the parking lot of the state offic@ding where they are
receiving their multi-million dollar check for wimrg the lottery. They
don't care the car is gone because they are sdiféor They are like
parents whose child is rescued out of the burnimgsk. They are full
of joy even while the house burns to the groundr j@y is not in the
suffering but in the fact that the suffering cantadte what really
matters from us. The best thing that can happenhitoman being has
happened to us, we are loved by God and we walMiith him forever.
Losing your house or your freedom cannot take Glods away from
you and so you can joyfully accept the plunderihgoar property.

8. What are some ways that being a Christian is |ggidirsuffering in
your life? What are some ways that loving otheri€ians brings
suffering into your life? Do you joyfully accete cost of being a
Christian and of loving other Christians? Why drywiot?

9. In light of their previous experience what doesdhéhor tell them
they need to do in the present in vv. 35-36?

They are to “not throw away their confidence” arigby are to endure
in a life of doing the will of God.

10. This word “confidence” is used four times in Hebsewt is used
in two ways. How would you describe its use in64&.10:19,
remembering the symbol of the limited access inoHoly of Holies
under the Law of Moses?

Back in 4:16 we were told that because Jesus ihimlr priest we
should approach the throne of God, which is a tlerohgrace, with
confidence to receive mercy and grace to help waiirtime of need.
In other words, because Christ is at God’s righhtias our high



priest we have the right to enter into the centesllbauthority and
power in the universe and ask Almighty God to gsgrace and
mercy to help us hold on when we are in troubfe10:19 we were
told that because of Christ’'s shed blood and beeaisis broken
body and because of the cleansing, regeneratings wbthe Holy
Spirit we have confidence to enter into God’s y@gsence forever.
We who were God’'s enemies and abhorrent to hisdyag have now,
by the work of Christ, been given the right, thefmence to live as his
beloved children forever. Unlike the Jewish pe@pid even the
Jewish high priest we have the right, the confideiacenter into
God'’s presence without fear. So, on the one hemwfidence is an
objective fact for all who belong to Christ

11. How is it being used differently in 3:6 and herelih35?
(Consider especially the context here of their eepee following
their conversion.)

Rather than referring to an objective right that hhave as a result of
what Christ has done it also refers to our subjecexperience of
confidence. In 3:6 the author said that we arehtoase if we hold fast
the confidence we had at first. If we continuéve as Christians we
are his house. Here, in this passage, it is ctbat "throwing away
your confidence" is throwing away the way theydiaéthe beginning
of their Christian lives. They were confident thiay belonged to
Christ and that they had an inheritance reservedtiem in heaven
that could not be touched and so they openly anéidently lived as
Christians, bearing witness to Christ and lovingers no matter the
cost.

12. Therefore what is the author telling them not t@éhaway?

How are these two uses of “confidence” connecteshtth other?
What will happen if you do not throw away your adehce (see
11:6)?

The author is exhorting them to not throw awayrthenfident
lifestyle_andnot to throw away their right to live in God’s [@@nce
forever. If they throw away their confident wayieig in the world
as Christians they will also throw away their olijee right to live
with God forever. The two things always go togetiWilliam Lane

expresses this in his commentary: “Precisely beedwesenjoys free
access to God through Christ’s sacrificial deattddreavenly
intercessory ministry, he can confidently acknogéetis faith before
the world.” In other words you can confidently giyourself away in
love to God and neighbor without fearing what \wéippen to you
because you are confident that you belong to Chtisbk at the end
of v. 35. That's the point. If you don’t throwaywour confidence
then you will receive God’s great reward. Whathiat reward? We
saw two weeks ago that the reward is living wittd@mrever in his
presence. God himself is the reward. Everyoneasandidently trusts
in God’s faithfulness to be and do all that he pisens receives the
great reward of living with God forever.

13. What is the “will of God” that Christians must pevere in doing?
See 10:5-7 & 10.

Verse 36 says the same thing as v. 35 only inipeslirection. We
are to persevere in doing the will of God so thataan receive what
is promised. The will of God is described earlrechapter 10. It
refers to God’s will to save his people through $herifice of Christ.

It was the will of God to save us by killing hisis@Jesus came to do
that will. He loved God and loved us by his wilideath on the cross.
Thus we persevere in doing the will of God wheipevrsist in dying to
our demands that life go our way and pour oursetugtsn love to

God and others, just like Jesus did.

14. What will everyone who endures a lifetime of dothg will of
God receive? See Hebrews 4:1, 8:6-12 & 9:15.

The promise is entering into God’s eternal Sablvath. It is all the
promises made in the New Covenant, which are cdetpie the
promised eternal inheritance, which is life withd3orever in the new
heavens and the new earth.

15. What are some ways you are expressing your “comfiele you
are “enduring in doing the will of God™?

16. Does the assurance of receiving the reward and wipaomised
motivate you in any way?



17. Verse 37 begins with the word “for”. What is tiedationship
between his exhortations in vv. 35-36 and his gumta from the OT
in vv. 37-38?

The author does here in vv. 37-38 what we have lseenepeatedly
do in his letter. After making an assertion hentbecks it up with a
guotation from an OT text. He aims to demonstifad¢ what he is
telling them is not something he is making up hthier an application
of what God has said in his word.

18. How do these OT texts (taken from Isaiah 26 andallalk 2)
support what he has just said in vv. 35-367

First, he is connecting “receiving the reward” af\what is

promised” with the return of Christ. Second, hewh that
persevering in doing the will of God and not throwaway your
confidence is synonymous with living by faith. rdlhie shows that
throwing away your confidence and not enduringomg the will of
God is the same thing as shrinking back (You may wapoint out
that the author uses this verse because, accotding 25 this is
exactly what is happening in this church. Some Ineesnthave
“shrunk back” and are no longer publicly associagiwith the
church). Fourth he shows that not receiving thearl and not
getting the promise is the result of God’s displeasvith a person
and conversely receiving the reward is the resiutod’s being
pleased with a person. What pleases God is faitte). Finally, if
you read Isaiah 26 and Habakkuk 2 you will see thatcontext of
those passages is that the nation of Israel is utiteat of
experiencing the same sorts of things listed irB8v34 and thus the
author aims to show that it has always been the tlagt the people of
God suffer for being the people of God and theeefaust persevere in
faith. What is happening to them is not uniquswprising. This has
been the experience of God’s people from the baginn

19. What does he say in v. 39 and why does he say it?

He asserts that he is confident that they and headdelong to that
company of professing Christians who shrink baokfChrist and his

church and from a lifestyle of loving others andase destroyed but of
those who have faith and so live with God foreude. has this
confidence because of what he has observed inlihes. He has
seen the marks of faith in their lives in the gasd so he has
confidence that they will persevere in faith to ¢éimel. He tells them
this in order to encourage them to not lose heatttb keep on doing
what they are doing.

20. Is this description of the Christian life and oitfiasurprising to
you in any way? Is there any part of this passhgeis troubling to
you?



