“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY”
LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION
Matt. 6:13 with 1 John 3:7-10

Please review this week’s catechism question.
Did you meet anyone new after worship service phast Sunday?
INTRODUCTION

If your sins are forgiven and you are declaredqugly righteous and
promised eternal life with God and none of this eaar change by
what you do or don’'t do and it is all given to yat because of
anything that you have ever done but solely becatisdat Jesus
Christ has done, then what reason can there eeta good, moral,
Christian life? Why not go on enjoying the plea&suof sin and go to
heaven, since you are not going to heaven becdugeab you do or
don’'t do? What possible reason can there be t&ewy on sinning?

In this final petition of the Lord’s Prayer we asgking God to keep us
from sinning. Don’t miss the logic of what Jessisaying here. All
those who are freely forgiven of their sins, daigk God to keep them
from sinning. Jesus assumes that all of his disgipray this way.

We don’t think that because we are forgiven it ddasatter whether
or not we sin. Why is it that all of Christ’s clepspeople, while being
freely forgiven of their sins ask him to keep thigom sin? What is
the motive? 1 John 3:7-10 is one of the scorgme$ages that give
the primary reason as to why it is that those wiedi@ely forgiven
through Christ seek to not sin. John wrote thigete¢o make clear
how you can recognize true Christians and a trugst@m church.
This letter seeks to clarify how to distinguishvee¢n a true work of
God and what is merely words.

STUDY

1. Read 1 John 2:29, 3:9, 4.7 and 5:1. What is a mataphor John
uses in his letter to describe the Christian life?

It is the metaphor of birth. In 2:29 John tellsthat because God is
righteous in his nature then you can know that yeee who does
what is righteous has been born of God. It idhe genetic code that
all who have been born of God are going to do eghisness because
they have God’s life in them and God is righteouns3:9-10 he says
the same thing from the negative direction. Hesghgt those who
have been born of God do not and cannot go onrsinbecause they
have been born of God. God’s seed, which is anethed for his

very nature, dwells in us and so we cannot go onisg.

2. Each occurrence of the verb “to bear, to give tdioths in the past
perfect tense and in the passive voice, i.e., legh born”. What is
significant about the use of this tense? Desdrdye physical birth
illustrates what this verb means spiritually.

This verb tells us that there was a point in timé¢hie past when these
people were born of God. However, it didn’'t jugppen to them once
but they are in a continuing state of “being alivelh addition,
because it is a passive verb it means that theg @een birth, they
didn’t cause their birth. Everyone who lives hagib physically born
of his or her mother and father. As | have saicghyntimes, you did
not decide to be born. You did nothing to contiéio your birth.

You were born at a point in time and you contirauexperience the
effects of that birth in that you are alive. Howwe know when a
baby is alive? It cries, moves, eats, goes td#tbroom._We know
that life is given by the effects we obserVais is exactly the logic
that John uses repeatedly in this letter. Oncag worn physically |
could not keep myself from growing to this heightould not stop
from looking like my father. Once | was born amekg life, then |
breathed and grew. | am my father’'s son and scethee certain
things that are going to be true of me.

3. According to 1 John 3:7-10 what are the signsfefiti all those
who have been born of God? What are the signshuav a person is
sharing in the life of Satan?

Those who live righteously are righteous in theiture because God
is righteous in his nature. When God gives yothhjpu are given his
nature and he is righteous by nature, therefore gouighteousness.



It is natural to do so and is the evidence you hhaedife of God in
you. Every true child of God is growing in theraptice of
righteousness. Inv. 8, he says that everyoneisvinathe habit of
sinning, in whom there is no break from sin, ishefdevil. The reason
is because the devil has been sinning from thenbewy of the world.
Either you have divine life and are growing to Ess or you have the
life of Satan and you never stop sinning. Thededil of the devil can
be seen by the fact that they continually, non-Bt@pin sin. They
break God’s laws and have no interest in not bregksod's laws.
They don't ever live by faith in the promises ofi@o live to the glory
of God. The children of God are known by the flaat they are in the
process of keeping God’s laws more and more bly faithe glory of
God.

4. Why does John warn them in v. 7 not to be led g3tra

The warning to not be led astray is due to the laat many would
have you believe that you can be God’s child andractice
righteousness. Many reason that if it is impossibl me to stop
sinning and if I am forgiven of all my sins becaaswhat Christ did,
then why should | bother with trying to not sins like a pastor |
once knew who committed adultery. He was founduodtconfronted
by his Christian friends. They asked how he ceualgage in this
behavior for two years while preaching the gosgeé said, “I just
figured | wouldn’t get any rewards in heaven.” planned to go to
heaven because of what Jesus did. The only maiceuld think of
for not sinning was getting “extra” rewards in heav. As there was
no chance he would go to hell and as the extra rdsvaffered could
not compare with the pleasure he was experientiagould think of
no reason to not go on committing adultery.

5. How do we know that 3:7 & 9 does not mean that €iams do not
ever sin, but always, at every moment, do righteess? (Consider 1
John 1:8-10)

We know that John is not saying that Christiansenein but always
do righteousness because in 1 John 1:8 & 10, he et anyone who
claims to not sin is lying and calling God a liare says, in v. 9, using

a present tense verb, that we continually confessios, not that we
don’t sin.

6. How does the birth and growth metaphor help usttetstand why
it is that Christians vary from one another in thpactice of
righteousness? Why do some Christians struggle mih sin than
other Christians?

While not all true Christians are equally skilledthe practice of
righteous living, all practice righteousness. Tieh metaphor is
helpful here. My grandson Max cannot walk, talktlde dishes, read
a book or run a mile or any number of things thaah easily do.
What's the problem with Maxwell? Doesn’t he knbat every one
who is born is supposed to be able to talk and walkhy doesn’t he
talk? How come he can't even crawl? He must edadlive because
he can’t do what | can do. Wrong, he needs to graght? | am not
more alive than Maxwell. | do not possess moee lIfhave never
added to the life | possessed at birth. The lif@$ given then has
caused me to grow. However, it has been a prabesagh time with
which | cooperated. It is the same in spirituéé li Everyone who has
been born of God immediately upon being born isisgnless but he
is not sinning as little as he is going to 30 ydatsr. And yet he is
going to keep on sinning until the day he dies.

7. What are the works of the devil that Jesus desttayel how did he
do that?

The works of the devil are the promotion of sitheworld. It is his
goal to deceive people into believing that sinatdr than
righteousness. By promoting sin he dishonors Gutldestroys
God’s good creation. Jesus, by his life, livedaglsito the glory of
God. He always believed that knowing and lovingl @as better
than sin and so he overcame all temptation. Intaad by dying for
our sins he destroyed the power of the devil tgestilus to God’s
wrath by sin. Finally, by his death, he secureslrbgenerating work
of the Holy Spirit in our lives so that we now haesv hearts that
trust God and love him, rather than sin. All wheddng to Christ are
free from both the guilt and power of sin becausetwat Christ did.



8. If we have divine life and “cannot go on sinningeh why does
Jesus command us to ask God to keep us from temptatd not let
the evil one harm us?

There is an inevitable connection between beingehipient of divine
life through Christ by the Holy Spirit and how ylore and how you
pray. Everyone who has been born of God showsltegtpossess
divine life by their sinning less and their obeymgre over time.
They make this progress by asking God to do makkf¢ehhe planted
in us to grow. Yet, as we saw last week, we reree to the place in
this life where we are sinless. Obedience todlaedf God is not the
cause of our having divine life but rather the efffef having God’s
life and yet it is never a perfect obedience. Wierdaily pray that
God would not lead us into temptation but delivefrom the devil we
are expressing this divine life that is within uske a child asking his
father to help him tie his shoes or learn to rile bike or swim or
shoot baskets so we are asking our heavenly Fatheelp us to learn
to practice the righteousness that he has plamagsi Children are
able to do these things because of the life thiaitikem. They need
assistance to practice and perfect what is alreéadypem. That is, in
essence what we pray for. We ask God to keepumsdin and to
assist us in practicing righteousness.

We must ask God to keep us from temptation and deler us from
the devil because we have been born of God.

9. How does this petition relate to the one which pdas it? What
do these two petitions together tell us about dueseand our
relationship to sin?

When we ask God to not lead us into temptatioriddrgscue us from
the devil we are admitting to our weakness. $igmificant that this
request follows right on the heels of our askingl@oforgive our
debts. Itis like we are saying to our Father.etlme tell you about
all the ways | have failed to bring glory to yolame, establish your
kingdom and do your will. | have failed miseraatythe thing | want
most desperately to do. You know how weak | aptesse make sure
that no circumstances come into my life that wikily overwhelm me
and cause me to abandon you. You know how susieelpaim to

temptation so direct my steps away from those placé people
where | will be tempted to sin and be overcome liewwe are
praying this prayer right it is out of a great sensf our weakness and
incompetence. There are no competent Christiaissjjicompetent
Christians who rely upon their omni-competent Savio

10. Why does Jesus tell us to ask our Father not thusanto
temptation? If we didn’t ask would he lead us ir@mptation?
According to James 1:13-15, where does temptatidnsan come
from?

Temptation is not sin, it is the occasion of Sikie give into temptation
because we want to. Therefore, when we ask Goottead us into
temptation we should never think that we are, bypoaying, stopping
God from leading us into sin. The prayer is phoasethis way
because we recognize that God is in control offaigs. Everything
that happens in the world is under his sovereigni. There are no
accidents. He knows our weaknesses and he isithe/loo
sovereignly ordains the course of our lives. Weasking him to have
mercy upon us and not permit to come into our Ithese things that
he knows would destroy our faith.

It is very informative to realize that the same dvtirat is translated
temptation is also translated trial (Compare M&t13, Luke 4:1 with
James 1:2, 1 Peter 4:12). God we are told sendistinto our lives
but they are sent by him, not to lead us into sintd purify our faith
so that we will sin less. Therefore we are askiaogl to not send trials
that will become temptations to sin. Only he knaivat those trials
might be and so we trust him to direct the courfsauo lives so that
all that comes to us builds our faith rather thagstioy it. We are
requesting that God take note of our weaknesse®angropensities
to sin and that he direct the course of our livesvays that keep us
from the snares and pitfalls that he knows we matlbe able to resist.
We are asking him to give us strength so that wieeare tempted we
will not surrender to the temptation and thus sgaiast him. The
person who is daily praying this prayer knows ttteg circumstances
that come into their life cannot harm them.



We must ask God to keep us from temptation and deler us from
the devil because we are weak but he is strong.

11. Why is it important to ask God to deliver us frome tevil one?
How is the devil seeking to harm us? See Ephe&4dn8, 1
Thessalonians 3:1-5, 1 Timothy 4:1-4, 2 Timothy4225, 1 Peter 5:8-
9, 1 John 3:8 & 4:1-4.

The reason that Jesus tells us to ask God to ressti®m the evil one
is because Satan is the one who stands behindmafitation. Satan’s
power against us is to get us to sin. Sin exppseple to the wrath of
God. Satan is out to ruin God’s good name andlgpsicreation and
SO he is out to get us to believe that sin angléasures are better
than God and the eternal pleasures he offers tavad trust in him.
What we should fear from Satan is not that he pa#isess us and turn
us into raving lunatics or make us sick. Rathdratwve are to fear
from him is that he will deceive us and so we suiland inherit death
rather than life. We should fear Satan becausks laemaster at
making sin and false teaching appear more attracthan truth and
righteousness.

He has two primary weapons that he uses againgbuget us to sin.
First, he uses lies and false teaching. He perssag that the
pleasures of sin are better than the pleasuresanf. GHe sends out
false teachers to lead us into believing falseghiabout God and his
world and so we end up worshipping a false gods diiner weapon is
hardship or trials such as persecution, sicknessidents, disobedient
children, financial ruin, hunger, destruction ofgmrerty by natural
disaster, etc. His goal in sending the hardshifiget us to call into
guestion the goodness and power of God and sodenst (1
Thessalonians 3:5, 1 Peter 5:8-9). Just as | lshewvn you dozens of
times that God is the one who sends hardship intdif@ for many
good purposes, so Satan, at the same time sendarnie hardships
for evil purposes. His goal is to destroy ourHait this good and
powerful God so that we will be sent to hell for anbelief and anger
towards God.

12. What would it look like for God to answer our prayer him to
rescue us from the evil one? (Compare Matthewd4:2

What we are asking God to do when we ask him tueess from the
evil one is to enable us to understand the truthi®iwvord and to
believe what we understand. We are asking Godvtous a living
faith in his word. The only way that Satan canrhass is to get us to
believe a lie either through false ideas, falsechéag or sending trials
to destroy our faith. There is a very importamttement by Jesus in
Matthew 24:24. He says, “For false Christs andséprophets will
appear and perform great signs and miracles to tkeceven the
elect—if that were possible.” Satan we are told ifimothy 4:1-2
and 1 John 4:1-4 is the one who sends false teach#e aims to
deceive the elect. However, notice that Jesustbhayshe elect cannot
be ultimately deceived. One of the means thatu3ed to preserves
the faith of the elect in the face of this overwtial barrage of false
teaching is through our asking him to deliver umfrthe evil one.
God answers us by assuring us of the truthfulnébssavord and by
enabling us to trust and love what he promises rtfwaie we trust and
love the promises of sin and of a trouble free life

We must ask God to keep us from temptation and deler us from
the devil because Satan is a powerful and cunninghemy.



