
Building the Church Requires a Realization of God’s Grace 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 
Keeping fresh our experience of God’s grace will help us build his church! 

  
 

Notes on text: 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A fresh realization of God’s grace does a number of things for us: 
 
 
I. It changes the way we look at people (v13, 15) 

 
 
 
 
 
II. It encourages us to tell our story (v13-16) 

 
 
 
 
 
III. It motivates us for service (v12, 17) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Building the Church Requires a Realization of God’s Grace 
(1 Timothy 1:12-17) 

 

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT  
 

1. Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17.  What’s the main point?  What title would 
you give to this section? 

2. When did God judge Paul faithful (v12)?  Saul of Tarsus was 
anything but!  Did God see in him the faithfulness that would one day 
characterize him?  Read Judges 6:11-12.  What was Gideon doing at 
the time?  What did God call him?  Why would He do that? What are 
the implications in your own life? 

3. Do you see a connection between what Paul says about himself in 
this section and the way he described some really lost people in v9-
10?  What’s the point?  Can you think of some people you’d consider 
unreachable?  Would anyone appear more unreachable than Saul of 
Tarsus? 

4. Can you identify 3 people who don’t yet know the Lord, who you’d 
be willing to pray for? 

5. What are the components of a good personal testimony?  Can you 
share your personal testimony in just a minute?  Try it now. 

6. Why did Paul receive mercy, according to v13?  Does that encourage 
you to give more grace to your unsaved friends when they behave 
like unsaved people?  If you’re a believer, what does that say about 
how you ought to be living? 

7. List the things Paul received from the Lord in v12-15.  Have you 
received those same things?  Other things?  What does that say about 
God giving you what you need? 

8. Read v16.  Do you appreciate God’s patience with you?  With people 
who oppose you?  What did God’s patience cost believers before 
Saul’s conversion?  How does that inform your perspective on 
suffering? 

9. What is Paul’s response to God’s grace in his life (v17)?  Are you as 
amazed by grace as he is? 


