
Building the Church Requires Compassion with Wisdom 

1 Timothy 5:3-16 

When need exceeds resources, we need to respond with both 

compassion and wisdom.  We find in our text some parameters: 

 

 

 

 

1. Genuine need (v3-4, 8) 

2. Specific qualifications (v9-15) 

3. A few expectations (v5-7) 



Building the Church Requires Compassion with Wisdom 

1 Timothy 5:3-16 

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT: 

 

1. Have you ever been asked for money on the street?  What did you 
do?  What advice would you pass along for situations like that? 

2. What are some differences between widows today and widows in 
the first century?  Are you aware of needy widows?  If so, what help is 
available to them? 

3. If you were setting up parameters for the distribution of church 
funds to people in need, what would you want to include?  How does 
this passage shape your thinking? 

4. How can we make sure that the needs of people in the body here 
are being met? 


