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Training our children to worship with us: why and how 
 

Each Sunday the elder who is making announcements makes this statement: “We are excited to have the 

children with us this morning.  We want to help you, as a parent, train your children to worship with us.  We do, 

however, realize that this takes time, thus we have a staffed nursery in the basement for ages birth to three and a 

parent/child room in the back where you can care for your restless child and still participate in the worship 

service.”   

 

So why do we want our children to worship with us?  Why don’t we have “children’s church?”  To put it 

simply, children usually become what their parents are because they naturally imitate them.  Thus we want our 

children to imitate their parents at worship.  We are convinced that children become faith filled, worshipping 

adults by being with faith filled, worshipping adults, especially with their own parents.   

 

John and Noel Piper have written a brief article entitled, “The Family: Together in God’s Presence” which gives 

a fuller explanation of why we want our children with us in worship.  It also includes very practical suggestions 

for how to help children learn to worship God with us.  We want every teenager and adult in our church to read 

this article so you can understand why we are doing what we are doing.  In addition we highly recommend that 

every parent read the book by Robbie Castleman entitled, “Parenting in the Pew”.  You can find both of these 

resources on our information table. 

 

How do we expect parents to use the nursery and parent/child room while they train their children to worship 

with us?  The first thing to emphasize is that our goal is to train our children to worship with us.   Thus we must 

use these “tools” with that goal in mind.  Most infants and toddlers under four will not be able to sit through the 

entire service and so the nursery is a good tool to use during these early years when they cannot sit quietly with 

us. 

 

Our Parent/Child room is the place for taking our restless children to help them learn to sit quietly.  As the room 

is quite small we also want parents with restless children to be able to use the foyer as another place to work 

with their children.  We do expect that parents will continue, as much as they are able while working with their 

child, to still participate in the worship service.  We are also in the process of creating a more secluded space in 

the Parent/Child room for nursing mothers and their infants. 

 

While parents have primary responsibility to train their children to worship Christ with us, yet we do also 

expect the entire congregation to support and assist in this great work.  One of the ways we can all assist is by 

being happy to have the children with us and therefore being patient with squirmy children in our midst.  We 

are family and thus we welcome the children of our brothers and sisters into our lives and into our presence.  

We must be careful to not become a distraction to the children when they are “being cute” in the pew.  We can 

pray for these children while we sit behind them in the worship service that God would give them ears to hear 

and eyes to see at an early age.  We can talk with them after the service and ask them what they have learned 

about God and his saving work in Christ during worship. 

 

We hope this brief article will help all of us as the family of God to participate in passing on the faith entrusted 

to us to the next generation. 
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